
KSAT Worship Service for Sunday – 15th November 2020 
THEME – ‘Trustees for the Lord 

 
We thank David Thackray for this week’s service 
 

WELCOME 
So here we are back in lockdown.  We are not allowed to meet together to praise and worship but 
we are able to worship and praise the Lord where we are and spiritually in the company of all our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  Let’s be thankful for that as we come to the Father in prayer.  We 
are gathered in the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 
 

PRAYER 
Father we come to You to praise to worship and adore even though we are unable to meet You 
together in our separate congregations.  We join together through the power of Your Holy Spirit 
and in Jesus Your Son our master. 
 

We come ever mindful of our imperfections, ever conscious of our short comings and in humility 
ask that You will look kindly on us.  Father we look for Your forgiveness and know deep inside our 
hearts that because we acknowledge Jesus as Lord, You have promised us that sure and certain 
forgiveness.  So we each thank You Father.   
In Jesus name.    Amen 
 

THEME 
The theme for today’s service is based on Matthew 25 14-30.  Because, at first sight, this passage 
contains one of the harshest treatments of anyone we meet in the New Testament. I have kept 
exclusively to this passage for our worship time today.  The theme is Trustees for the Lord. 
 

HYMN  MP No: 38 – As we are gatheredhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCdD5Ouq-
2Q 
 

As we are gathered Jesus is here; one with each other Jesus is here 
Joined by the Spirit, washed in his blood; part of the body, the Church of God 

As we are gathered Jesus is here; one with each other Jesus is here. 
 

Jesus is with each of us wherever we are right now and always. 
 

READING – MATTHEW 25 v 14-30 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION) 
Again the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip.  He 
called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he was gone.  He gave five 
bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another and one bag of silver to the last, dividing it up in 
proportion to their abilities.  He then left on his trip. The servant who received the five bags of 
silver began to invest the money and earned five more. The servant with two bags of silver also 
went to work and earned two more. But the servant whoreceived the one bag of silver dug a hole 
in the ground and hid the master’s money.  After a long time, their master returned from his trip 
and called them to give an account of how they had used his money.  The servant, to whom he 
had entrusted the five bags of silver, came forward with five more and said, ‘Master you gave me 
five bags of silver to invest and I have earned five more’.  The master was full of praise, ‘Well 
done my good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful in handling this small amount so now I 
will give you many more responsibilities.  Let’s celebrate together!’  The servant, who had 
received the two bags of silver, came forward and said,‘Master you gave me two bags of silver to 
invest and I have earned two more’.  The master said,‘Well done my good and faithful servant.  
You have been faithful in handling this small amount so now I will give you many more 
responsibilities.  Let’s celebrate together!’  Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and 
said, ‘Master I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops 
you didn’t cultivate.  I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth.  Look here is 
your money back’.  But the master replied,‘You wicked and lazy servant!  If you knew I harvested 
crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, why didn’t you deposit my money in the 



bank?  At least I could have received some interest on it.’  Then he ordered, ‘Take the money 
from this servant and give it to the one with the ten bags of silver. To those who use well what 
they are given, even more will be given and they will have an abundance.  But for those who do 
nothing, even what little they have will be taken away.  Now throw this useless servant into outer 
darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 

THOUGHTS ON THE MATTHEW READING 
In Matthew chapter 25 Jesus is teaching about His eventual return and how we must be watchful 
and how we will be accountable for the trust He has put in us.  Now, on the face of it, this parable 
is about’ investment management’.  But it is far more than this.  The parable sits alongside the 
parable of the ten bridesmaids and the sheep and the goats as a clear indication to each one of 
us as to what Jesus demands of those who profess to follow Him. 
 

Those of us who were brought up on the Authorised/ King James translation of the Bible may 
know this parable as the ‘parable of the talents’.  I must confess that originally, years ago, I 
thought that the modern idea of a ‘talent’ being an ‘ability’, was a key factor.  In truth, the New 
Testament Greek word ‘talent’ would have had a clear monetary meaning to Jesus’ followers 
based on weight of silver in this case.  Hence when the man entrusts his money to his servants, 
he is most careful not to expect them to handle more than their ability or capability with investment 
funds. 
 

Although we are not told how the servant with five bags of silver or the one with two managed to 
increase their holdings by 100%, we can make some reasonable assumptions.  When the master 
confronted the servant who had buried his single bag, he said that the servant could have put the 
money in the bank so that the master would at least have some interest on it.  So the other two 
servants must have invested in a wider spread of investments to get a better return than the cash 
interest minimum. 
 

Jesus is teaching modern investment practice.  So here is why the master is, in pure investment 
terms, so hard on the wicked lazy servant.  Although it might have seemed prudent to bury the 
silver (it may at that time have held its value in cash terms) it was what is now called reckless 
conservatism.  The servant failed to capitalise on the opportunities the other two servants had 
taken.  His risk-averse approach was not prudence, it was reckless and consequently he was 
sacked. 
 

Of course, Jesus told the story to bring home Kingdom truths.  We’ll look at these after we have 
“sung” again. 
 

HYMN MP No: 258 – I am trusting Thee,  Lord 
Jesushttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-TkHQjPNVg 
 

These words were written by Frances Ridley Havergal, one of my inspirations!  She gave 
everything for Jesus, including her silver and gold.  A potential concert singer, she gave that 
thought up to sing only for Jesus.  A great intellectual in whom Jesus’ investment still bears fruit 
today. 
 

I am trusting Thee Lord Jesus, trusting only Thee, trusting Thee for full salvation, great and free 
 

I am trusting Thee for pardon, at Thy feet I bow, for Thy grace and tender mercy, trusting now 
 

I am trusting Thee for cleansing in the crimson flood, trusting Thee to make me holy by Thy blood 
 

I am trusting Thee to guide me, Thou along shalt lead, every day and hour supplying all my need 
 

I am trusting Thee for power, Thine can never fail, words which Thou Thyself shalt give me, must 
prevail 

 

I am trusting Thee Lord Jesus never let me fall, I am trusting Thee for ever and for all. 
 
 
 



A WORD FOR US 
 

We quite properly emphasise that in order to follow Jesus, in the way He has set out for us, we 
must trust Him – we must trust and obey.  We have just “sung” about the things for which we trust 
Jesus our Master.   
 

In his Olivet discourse, Jesus is preparing His followers, which includes us, to recognise what we 
must watch out for.  There is no doubt that in Matthew 25 14-30 Jesus is making it crystal clear 
that He(the man) is going away for a long time and is placing His trust in his servants – and us.   
 

Jesus places things of immense value to Him into our care - into our care as individuals and as 
His church.  We are each a trustee of His property.  Does this surprise us?  Well it shouldn’t! 
 

In Genesis 1 26-30 God the Father created humankind and gave humankind dominion over all 
that God had created on and in the earth.  God makes humankind trustee over His creation.   
 

What then does being a trustee entail? 
 

The person owning “property” (the beneficiary) places it under the control of the trustee.  The 
trustee is then in a special position of confidence in relation to the beneficiary.  The beneficiary 
owns “the property” and the trustee invests 100% for the benefit of the beneficiary. 
 

In Matthew 25 14-30 God is the beneficiary and the servants are the trustees of God’s property. 
 

The two successful servants had used God’s property to enhance the kingdom by using their skills 
to double the property entrusted to them.  They have taken risks for God and gained wholesome 
returns for God.  And God says,‘Well done good and faithful servant’ to each of them. 
 

For us we are, as trustees of God’s property, to take every opportunity which presents itself to 
serve Jesus and not be afraid to invest all our being for Him.  We are, after all, His property which 
goes flat against what we are tempted to believe in this world ie that we are only responsible to 
ourselves.  We must never settle for doing the bare minimum for the Kingdom of God. 
 

And what about the wicked lazy servant? He chose to accept what His master had entrusted to 
him but failed as a trustee.  He was afraid to lose what had been entrusted to him, even though 
the master had only trusted him within his ability, limited as it was.  All he needed to do was take 
the risks for Jesus and he, like the other servants, would be congratulated for doubling what the 
master had entrusted him, but he buried his responsibility to his master in fear of failure. 
 

We need to remember,r however, that if we feel we have failed Jesus as trustees to the kingdom, 
then we should own up, apologise and pledge in Jesus’ name that through His grace and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit ,we will do better given another chance. 
 

Will that chance be given? 
 

I believe with all my heart that it will.  I say that with all the certainty of a one-time wicked and lazy 
servant.      Amen 
 
PRAYER TIME 
For our prayer time could we each bring a person on our heart to the Lord and similarly any 
national or worldwide situation. 
 
We say the Lord’s Prayer in the form we each prefer.             Amen 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN MP No: 835 – Great is the 
darknesshttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vo74LSKIJY 
 

Great is the darkness that covers the earth, oppression injustice and pain 
Nations are slipping in hopeless despair, though many have come in Your Name 
Watching while sanity dies, touched by the madness and lies 
 

Come Lord Jesus, come Lord Jesus, pour out Your Spirit we pray 
Come Lord Jesus, come Lord Jesus, pour out Your Spirit on us today. 
 

May now Your church rise with power and love, this glorious gospel proclaim 
In every nation salvation will come to those who believe in Your name 
Help us bring light to the world, that we might speed Your return 
 

Great celebrations on that final day, when out of the heavens You come 
Darkness will vanish, all sorrow will end and rulers will bow at Your throne 
Our great commission complete; then face to face we shall meet 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, help us to give 100% of ourselves to You.  Let us be the trustees of Your gifts, fruits and 
bring them to all people.  All for Jesus and in His name we pray.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


