
HOW Mission Community & KSAT Worship Service for  
Christmas Day 2020 

 

Call to worship – ‘O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord’ 
 

Hymn MP83 – Come and join the celebration 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMqG5M76tFE 
 

Come and join the celebration, it's a very special day; 
Come and share our jubilation, there's a new King born today! 

 

See the shepherds hurry down to Bethlehem; 
Gaze in wonder at the Son of God who lay before them. 

 

Wise men journey, led to worship by a star, 
Kneel in homage, bringing precious gifts from lands afar, so… 

 

'God is with us', round the world the message bring; 
He is with us, 'Welcome!' all the bells on earth are pealing. 

 

Prayer (based on a prayer from A Common Worship Year A Miscellany – Nick Fawcett) 
Loving God, we thank You for this season of Christmas – 
for all it has meant to us over the years, all it continues to mean to us,  
and all it will mean in generations to come. 
You have given us so much: receive our praise 
 

We thank You for carols, old and new, for familiar and much-loved words of Scripture, for all 
that speaks of Your coming among us in Christ. 
You have given us so much: receive our praise 
 

We thank You for reunions with family and friends – even if this year those times will be different 
to usual; thank You for the spirit of giving and receiving and the mood of goodwill and 
celebration which does not have to be affected by Covid! 
You have given us so much: receive our praise 
 

Loving God, help us, in all the familiarity, to keep sight of the heart of Christmas, what it really 
means to celebrate the birth of Your Son, the infant Christ, to worship Him as joyfully and 
reverently as shepherds and wise men long ago, to welcome and follow Him as faithfully as 
those who left everything to be His disciples. 
You have given us so much: receive our praise 
 

Loving God, forgive us if we have lost sight of what this season truly means.  
Forgive us if we have become over-familiar with its simple, yet wonderful, message. Forgive us 
if we have failed to make room for Christ in our Christmas celebration. 
You have given us so much: receive our praise 
 

Speak to us now through all that we shall do and share, all we sing and hear, so that our lives 
may be touched afresh by the wonder of His presence. 
You have given us so much: receive our praise 
 
 

Readings:Matthew 1 v 18-23 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose 
her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus,because he will save his people from their sins.” 
All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 



Luke 2 v 1-7 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. 
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town 
of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn 
 

Hymn MP 211 – Hark the herald angels sing   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sM-X1AtfHJs 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing, ‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled! 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies 
With the angelic host proclaim; ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem!’ 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, ‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come, offspring of the Virgin's womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

 

Hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, risen with healing in His wings 

Mild He lay His glory by, born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth 

 

Reading 
John 1 v 1-5, 9-14 
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made 
that has been made. In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcomeit. 
 

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. He came to that 
which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. Yet to all who did receive Him, to those 
who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God—children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of 
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Meditation of John the Apostle (Nick Fawcett) 
 

‘Where did it all start?’ they ask me. ‘Tell us the story again’. 
 

And I know just what they want to hear –  
 about the inn and the stable, 
 the baby lying in the manger, 
 shepherds out in the fields by night, 
 and wise men travelling from afar. 
 

I know why they ask, of course I do, 
 for which of us hasn’t thrilled to those marvellous events, 
 that astonishing day when the Word became flesh,  
 dwelling here on earth amongst us? 
 
 



Yet, wonderful though that all is, it’s not where it started,  
and if we stop there, then we see only a fraction of the picture, 
the merest glimpse of everything God has done for us in Christ. 
 

We have to go right back to see more – before Bethlehem, before the prophets, before the law, 
 before time itself, would you believe? –  
 for that’s where it started: literally ‘in the beginning’. 
 

Yes, even there the saving purpose of God is at work, 
 His creating, redeeming Word, bringing light and love to the world, 
 shaping, not just the heavens and the earth, 

but the lives of all, every man, woman and child. 
 

That’s the mind-boggling wonder of it – the fact, not just, that God made us 
 but that, through Christ, he was determined from the outset 
 to share our lives, to take on our flesh, to identify Himself totally with us –  
 the joys, the sorrows, the beauty and the ugliness of humankind. 
 

It defies belief, doesn’t it? 
 

Yet it’s true – God wanting us to know Him not as His creatures, but as His children, 
 not as puppets forced to dance to His tune, but as people responding freely to His love; 
 and to achieve that, he patiently and painstakingly prepared the way, 
 revealing, year after year, a little more of His purpose,a glimpse more of His kingdom, 
 until, at last, in the fullness of time, 

the Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth. 
 

It wasn’t an afterthought, the incarnation, 
 a last-ditch attempt to make the best of a bad job –  
 it was planned from the dawn of time. 
 

So, next time you hear the story of the stable and the manger, 
 of the shepherds gazing in wonder and the magi kneeling in homage. 
 stop for a momentand reflect on everything which made it all possible, 
 the eternal purpose which so carefully prepared the way of Christ, 
 and then, ask yourself this: 

‘Are you prepared to respond to His coming?’ 
 
Thought 
One of our less well-known Christmas carols (‘Glory be to God on high’ H&P 101), written by 
Charles Wesley, contains the words, ‘Stand amazed, ye heavens at this! See the Lord of earth 
and skies; humbled to the dust He is and in a manger lies’.(It’s worth reading the whole carol!) 
The Almighty, majestic, creator God became part of His creation – not just any part but the 
smallest, lowliest part of His creation – a tiny baby, with no home, born ‘on the streets’ – how 
can we understand the greatness of a God who could and would do that – out of love for us? 
In his Christmas address, Rev Richard Teal, President of Methodist Conference and former 
Chair of the Cumbria District, made the following comment; 
‘Christmas shows us in no uncertain terms that there is no-where else God would rather be and 
there is no-one else that God would rather be with’. 
 
(Take a few moments, on this Christmas Day, to be quiet and still, and thank Almighty God that 
He would rather be with you, wherever you are, than anywhere else – and that was why He 
came! He truly is ‘Emmanuel – God with us’!) 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of Intercession 
Holy Child of Bethlehem 
 whose parents found no room at the inn; we pray for all who are homeless and displaced 
 

Holy Child of Bethlehem 
 born in a stable; we pray for all who live in poverty 
 

Holy Child of Bethlehem 
 rejected stranger; we pray for all who are lost, alone, bereaved, who cry for loved ones 
 

Holy Child of Bethlehem 
 who was born into a world in turmoil and into a country that was divided; 

we pray for our world with all its troubles at this time, for an end to the pandemic, which  
has disrupted so much of life; and we pray for our own country, deeply divided and as we  
face major changes in the near future.  

 

Holy Child of Bethlehem 
 whom Herod sought to kill; we pray for all who live with daily danger and for those who 
 are persecuted and abused. 
 

Holy Child of Bethlehem 
 a refugee in Egypt: we pray for the millions of people across our world, who have been 
 forced to flee their homes as a result of war, prejudice, hunger or in search of a better life 
 

Holy Child of Bethlehem 
in You the Father was pleased to dwell; help us, we pray, to see Your image in the 
people we meet each day and may Your light and love shine from our lives. 

 

Holy Child of Bethlehem 
 who responded in obedience to the will of Your Father, we pray we may respond to Your 
 call on our lives this Christmas to share the good news of Your gift of love. 
 

Holy Child of Bethlehem, we ask all our prayers in Your name.   Amen 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Hymn MP 491 – O come all ye faithfulhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kRq8eywc57I 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! Come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels 

 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

God of God, Light of LightLo, He abhors not the Virgin's womb 
Very GodBegotten, not created 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to Godglory in the highest 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be glory given 
Word of the Father now in flesh appearing 

 
Blessing 
May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 


