
KSAT Circuit worship for 10 May 2020 – 5th in Easter 

 
Welcome to the Kirkby Stephen, Appleby and Tebay Circuit’s online worship for the 

fifth Sunday of the Easter season, when we remember and rejoice in one of the great 

statements and promises of Jesus. 

 

First, a scripture sentence to think about:I Peter 2.4-5: 

‘Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 

God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ.’ 

 

So together, even though we are apart physically, we are called into a holy priesthood, 

to offer praise, thanksgiving and prayer to God on behalf of humankind. Let’s do it! 

 

HYMN: StF 311 (MHB/H&P 208) – a very ancient hymn of resurrection praise – 

amazing to think this has been known and used by Christians since the early 8th 

century – about 1300 years. And notice how the writer uses the language of God’s 

great act of deliverance for his ancient people – the Passover – and links it with his 

great act of deliverance through Christ, which of course took place at the time of the 

Passover festival.  So we worship in a very long tradition – and we worship on 

Sundaysbecauseof the resurrection of Jesus. Every Sunday for Christians is a day of 

resurrection. 

Link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NMXsBB5o0g- music only. 

 

 The day of resurrection, earth, tell it out abroad! 

 The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God! 

From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, 

Our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 

 

Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright 

The Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light; 

And, listening to his accents, may hear, so calm and plain, 

His own ‘All hail!’ and, hearing, may raise the victor strain. 

 

Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth her song begin, 

The round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein; 

Let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend, 

For Christ the Lord is risen, our joy that has no end. 

     John of Damascus c675-c750 

     Tr. by John Mason Neale 1811-1866 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NMXsBB5o0g


 

Prayers of Worship & Penitence: 

God in heaven, let your creative light shine within us and among us today, filling our 

hearts and minds.  

Let there be truth and love, wisdom and insight, and the power of your Spirit, 

Let the joy and praise of our hearts be proclaimed, and felt and known, 

so that people near and far may be encouraged, given hope,  

and helped to praise you. 

For your hands hold the whole world in your great purpose and power. 

Though we are troubled by the anxieties and accidents of time and space, 

they will pass. 

Our praise, feeble and restricted now, 

is joined to the praise of all your people in every age and place, 

reaching to all eternity with Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

 

Yet we know we are not worthy to come to you in worship. 

We are frail and foolish. 

All too easily we feel abandoned, left to our fate, lost, 

forsaken by our fellow men and women and by you. 

We are anxious and troubled because we put our trust in false securities 

and have no solid rock on which to stand. 

Show us again the true way of life; 

and give us new experience of your joy, to keep our hope and faith alive: 

our eyes fixed on Jesus, who leads us on in our faith 

and brings it to its fulfilment in him, 

for we ask it in his name, 

AMEN. 

 

Here is assurance: 

God’s promise is for all who come to him in penitence and faith; 

There is forgiveness and grace and power to lead a new life. 

Thanks be to him! 

AMEN. 

 

Bible Readings: Psalm 31.1-5, 15-16 – Faith in God our refuge. 

                        I Peter 2.2-10 – Jesus Christ the Cornerstone, and we his people, called 

to proclaim his goodness and mercy. 

                        John 14.1-14–No need to be troubled because we can’t see clearly, 

because we belong to Jesus.  

 

 



 

Something to think about: 

Today we live in uncertain times. Half the world is in lockdown, and it’s hard to know 

when it will all end, or how we can best enable that to happen. We need to know, and 

because we don’t know, and can’t know, we are confused and upset, and perhaps afraid.  

Some of the things we thought were secure and safe have come loose, and we are 

adrift, at the mercy of forces that neither we nor anyone else can control. Nothing 

seems certain any more, and it seems impossible to be absolutely sure of anything 

about our own life and security, or the life and future of the world. 

 

Our three Bible readings give us encouragement.  The Psalmist, who feels surrounded 

by threats, is sure of God, his rock and fortress, who will lead and guide him through 

the perils that are waiting for him.  The Apostle Peter, possibly writing an address for 

those who are being newly baptised into the Christian community, points to Jesus 

Christ as a fundamental building block of our faith and discipleship, chosen and 

precious. And St. John’s Gospel opens our eyes again to the possibility of truly knowing 

and following. 

 

Like us, the first disciples were also at a loss. They have heard their Lord and Master 

suggesting that a life of generosity and service, living love in action, may not 

necessarily be acknowledged with acclamation and praise – rather the opposite – and 

that he, Jesus, would before long be taken from them. But his mission and message are 

only just getting into their stride.  What he is saying now seems to contradict all his 

promises about setting people free and renewing the world. How can he then overcome 

the forces of evil that are gathering round? Where is he going if the disciples can’t 

follow? 

 

Peter thinks he knows the answer to their uncertainty: something clear and visible and 

unmistakable. ‘Show us the Father,’ he says, ‘and that will be enough for us.’  Give us a 

guarantee that it’ll all be all right in the end.  But that’s not possible. 

 

Perhaps Thomas is a bit more sensible. He is still confused and dreading what might 

happen in the future, but he’s not looking for that kind of certainty.  ‘How can we know 

the way?’ he asks – the way where Jesus is going, the way where all this is going to 

end, the way his disciples can be with him. In other words, how can we get, not 

impossible certainty, but a sense of direction that will take us forward. 

 

And Jesus responds: ‘You know all this by knowing me.’  It’s not knowing about facts, 

not about rules or guarantees, but knowing him. To know Jesus Christ is to have more 

than just knowledge. It is to find truth and life. 

 



If I say to you that I know my wife of 50-odd years, I mean a great deal more than 

that I know all the facts about her: to know a person is a very special kind of knowing 

that involves trust and love and hope.  So it is with knowing Jesus. It is that closeness, 

that intimacy, that knowledge through and through, that we mean when we talk about 

knowing Jesus, and being known – ‘Christ in me, the hope of glory,’ as St. Paul 

memorably said. (Col 1.27). 

 

When Jesus said ‘I am the Way,’ what did he mean? That somehow he could explain 

everything?  Probably not. The truth that is in Jesus isn’t about explaining. He doesn’t 

give advice or instruction.  Instead, he takes us by the hand and shows us.  He 

strengthens us, guides us and walks with us every day.  He doesn’t show us the way, he 

IS the Way. This is more than knowledge: it is Jesus himself. 

 

He also said, ‘I am the truth.’ Again, he’s not saying that he will give us knowledge. 

He’s not saying he is telling the truth: he said he IS the Truth.  He’s talking about a 

level, a dimension, of living which is outside human reach. All our search for knowledge, 

valuable as it is, can’t bring us to know the truth as Jesus did.  Only the Son of God 

and the Son of Man can say, ‘I AM the Truth,’ and he invites us to know him and 

promises to be with us, a spark of the eternal in our very humanness. 

 

Lastly, Jesus said, ‘I am the Life.’ The Way, the Truth and the Life: the way of Jesus 

leads to the truth and the truth leads to life.  Life is communion and fellowship with 

God through Jesus. Its end is eternal life.  He goes before us so that we can be with 

him. And that promise is for now, and for ever. 

 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves: 

Eternal God, only source of the wisdom that can secure our peace,  

we pray for this world of yours, our home,  

where so many people, especially just now, live in doubt, fear and dread. 

 

We pray especially for the weak who live in fear; 

For the elderly, afraid in their own homes, and afraid to venture out, 

Lonely, feeling unwanted and unhelped, with no arm to lean on, nor shoulder to cry on. 

We pray for children not properly loved; knocked about, battered, neglected. 

We pray for refugees with no place to call their home; 

victims of human arrogance, aggression, or greed, 

hounded, hopeless, bewildered, deprived of belongings and security. 

And we pray for all those who are turned in upon themselves because they can’t see 

any way forward for themselves or the world. 

 

Father, teach us your way to peace. 



Keep pressing home to us the truth you have shown us in Jesus, our risen Lord, 

and let your Holy Spirit within and among your people give us the power to proclaim 

your word of life with conviction, 

giving full expression to it in lives devoted to loving service,  

and generous self-sacrificing commitment to other people’s good. 

We thank you for all those who are working for the health and well-being of others 

just now, often at great self-sacrifice and risk. 

Grant to them courage and strength, and a sense of fulfilment that transcends 

exhaustion. 

 

So lead us all in your way; teach us your truth, and live your life within us, 

that this world may become, in your good time, the place you always intended, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

AMEN. 

We sum up all our prayers in the words Jesus gave us – 

Our Father…. 

 

HYMN StF303, H&P 196, MHB 235: - a hymn of gladness & intimacy: 

 

Link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yk4BUl0dX0Y - music only  

 

I know that my redeemer lives – 

What joy that blest assurance gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

He lives, my everlasting Head! 

 

He lives, to bless me with his love; 

He lives, to plead for me above; 

He lives, my hungry soul to feed; 

He lives to help in time of need. 

 

He lives, and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives, my mansion to prepare; 

He lives, to lead me safely there. 

 

He lives, all glory to his name; 

He lives, my Saviour, still the same; 

What joy the blest assurance gives, 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 

                                      Samuel Medley, 1738-99 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yk4BUl0dX0Y


 

God, from your place within us, break out in goodness and love, 

so that you may be seen in our joyful hope,  

and we may sustain each other and encourage our neighbours, 

and life be deep and broad and glorious in the power of the risen Christ; 

and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. 

 


