
HOW Mission Community & KSAT Worship Service for  
The New Year - 3rd January 2021 

THEME:'Arise, shine for your light has come and the glory of the Lord arises upon you.' 
(Isaiah 60:1) 
 

Welcome to worship and welcome to a New Year! It is good to know that, whatever the New 
Year may hold, ‘Best of all, God is with us’. Emmanuel came, and still comes, to us all! 
We thank Joyce Worsfold for this morning’s service. 
 

Hello, it is so good to be together again, united in worship of our wonderful God, here for one 
another and filled with light in these dark times. Well, I'm not sure about that last bit. I don't know 
about you, but right now I feel a bit like one of these modern candles that have batteries inside, 
which is fine if the battery is well charged but when the power source goes missing they're 
about as much use as a chocolate tea-pot! It's not easy to arise and shine when you are 
missing people you love, when you're desperate for a hug, when the world seems to be going 
mad. And yet...the glory of the Lord is still there. The light has 'mugged', destroyed, vanquished 
the darkness and there are signs of HOPE all around us. So... let us worship. 
 

Hymn MP 445 – Lord, the light of Your love  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gr5Y63bDNNg 
 

Lord, the light of Your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness, shining 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, set us free by the truth You now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine! Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze! Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow! Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light 

 

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence; from the shadows into Your radiance 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness, search me, try me, consume all my darkness 

Shine on me, shine on me 
 

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, so our faces display Your likeness, 
Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here, may our lives tell the story - 

Shine on me, shine on me 
 

Prayer of adoration 
Lord, we praise You and thank You for everything that makes our lives so special. Thank You 
for Your amazing love, available for all who ask for it, and for human kindness which enriches 
us in so many ways. We praise You for smiles and hugs and for all that is best and affirming in 
human contact. Thank You for laughter and playfulness, teasing and joking and for having and 
holding, people to love. Father, You have shown us the real meaning of love by sending Your 
Son to experience human life and to model for us the magnificence and magnitude of love in all 
its forms. It is so good to share our joys and hopes, concerns and care. Thank You for families 
and friends – for all the love that we have known in the past, for what we enjoy in the present 
and for what is yet to come. Help us to greet each day with a sense of expectation and hope. 
Keep us strong in our faith and help us to remember, in every situation, to offer to others the 
knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

Let us make this hymn our prayer. 
 

Hymn MP 137 – Father, make us onehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSVXd3GAy9Y 
 

Father make us one,Father make us one; that the world may knowThou hast sent the Son, 
Father make us one. 

 



Prayers of confession 
 

Father, as we begin this New Year, help us to reassess our lives, to consider how we might do 
things better. 
 

Lord, we are aware of how often we fail to live out our faith. Please help us now, in a few 
moments of silence, to rewind the past week and to bring before You anything of which we are 
ashamed: 
 

Have we failed others....?  
 

Have we failed to live up to the label of Christian...?  
 

Have we forgotten to give our time to You...?  
 

Have we hurt anyone?  
 

Silence........  
 
 

Father we are truly sorry for all our failings please forgive us and help us to serve You 
better in the coming year. Amen 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

Hymn MP 389 – Jesus, You are changing me 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1jAvrhOhsM 
 

Jesus, You are changing me,by your spirit You're making me like You; 
Jesus You're transforming me, that Your loveliness may be seen in all I do. 

You are the potter, and I am the clay; help me to be willing to let You have your way; 
Jesus, You are changing me, as I let You reign supreme within my heart. 

 

Reading – John 1 v 10-18 
 

He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize 
Him.He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him 
Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become 
children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 
will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of 
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
(John testified concerning Him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, 
‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because He was before me.’”)Out of His fullness 
we have all received grace in place of grace already given.For the law was given through 
Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.No one has ever seen God, but the One and 
Only Son, who is Himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, who has made Him 
known. 
 

Reflection 
The world did not recognise Him! 
The world was His own, but all these people who belonged to Him did not receive Him. Ignored 
Him, shunned Him, did not listen, beat Him, tortured Him, denied His existence, murdered Him. 
And yet …those who did listen, did believe, did look into His eyes, did speak to Him, grew to 
love Him … they became as they were meant to be, became His children. Not children born in 
the normal way of the world, but born of God. 'The word became flesh and made His dwelling 
among us.' God became man, living on earth. 
In Luke's Gospel we are told that Mary, the mother God chose for Jesus, was a virgin, and that 
God placed that child, His son, in her womb. And in verse 13 John tells us that because of our 
love for Jesus we also can be born 'OF God'. How wonderful is that?  
And God like any human father can hold us, talk to us, care for us, LOVE us and He will never 
let us go. But, unlike a human father, He is there for the duration, for eternity. He is our forever 
Father. 



So, here we are wending our way through life towards eternity and a New Year has begun and 
there are many who will say, 'Thank God for the end of 2020 and welcome 2021.' For what a 
year it has been! And, if scientists and conservationists and politicians are right, there is yet 
more to come! That's a depressing thought, a scary thought – if that is what all these powerful 
and learned people are saying, what hope is there? Well thankfully there is something beyond 
human power, beyond education, university degrees, beyond science and governments (all of 
which I value!!). There is the Spiritual, the mystery, the immense and enduring power of the 
Holy Spirit, the wonder of God and the prophets. Disciples and millions of worshippers through 
the ages have witnessed to the truth of all that. 
 

Deuteronomy 31:8“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never 
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” 
 

And in Joshua 1:9 we read, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do 
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go.” 
 

Let us hold onto those promises, right now. Let us plan with confidence for a future with God. 
Jeremiah 29:11 “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.' 
 

These are plans for each of us personally and for His church within the world. Does that mean 
that when we make our resolutions we make them for our work in our chapels as well as for our 
individual lives? I believe it does. 
Christians have multiple, over-lapping vocations that together become THE plan. We are not 
called to work alone. Not only is the church a forever place it is also and always a together 
place. 
 

How do we make this happen? Should we share our resolutions with one another so that we 
can work more effectively contributing together to the vision that God has given us? How can 
we be sure that these resolutions come from God and are not of our own making? 
 

In Psalm 32:8 we read.“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will 
counsel you with my loving eye on you.”  
 

When I was working in school and I had a problem I could usually turn to a colleague or my line 
manager for help and advice. In our lives we can also turn to friends or family. Individuals have 
different skills and different people can help us with particular problems. Some people are 
particularly wise.Such a person was our lady minister in Leeds who came to us in the 1970's 
and remained a precious friend until her death 9 years ago. Time and time again I turned to her 
and she never let me down, even when she had quite severe dementia she was able to come to 
my aid. For me, that was a miracle that I've never been able to explain and if you want to know 
more about that please feel free to ask. 
 

Wouldn't it be wonderful if every time we had to make a decision we could just knock on a door 
and say, 'Er excuse me, I've got this problem, what shall I do?'Well of course we can. God does 
answer prayer and I'm sure all of us can give evidence of that. I like to keep a prayer journal and 
I'm always deeply affected when I read of past prayers and their answers. The problem is that 
answers are sometimes difficult to discern and that's where being able to discuss with others is 
of such tremendous help. 
 
 

2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. 
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.”  
 

His time is not ours. I find that patience in the Christian life one of the hardest things. Some 
things I have found can take over 50 years to come to fruition! You have probably had similar 
experiences. 
 

So as we begin this New Year adventure let us begin to explore our future by asking questions. 
 What does God want me to do next. 
 How can I move forward with confidence  
 How can I find out what he has for me to do. 



And Remember...Be Patient! 
 

Isaiah 43:19 “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wastelands' 
 

God calls us to be active, to bring the future into the present. We can do this in many ways. We 
can help people to experience God's glory through kindness, by being lovingly attentive to other 
people. God invites us to be people of hope. That doesn't mean that we should be shallow 
optimists who don't really listen to people's despair and just keeping saying, ' It will be fine, it's 
all in God's hands.' or even 'It'll be right!' We need to bring our hurt and anger and pain to God 
because it is right that we share every part of our lives with Him. Sometimes railing at God and 
screaming out our anger releases something in us that brings peace. 
The New Year is here,'Arise, shine for your light has come and the glory of the Lord arises 
upon you.' Isaiah 60:1 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Father, when we see the suffering in the world at the present time, our hearts ache inside us 
and we long for the world to be as it was before. Help us Lord to know what we should do to 
alleviate pain and help wherever we can. We pray that this awful virus will be completely 
eradicated throughout the earth and that people in every land will follow the advice of scientists 
and health professionals so that the virus will be ineffective. We pray that the right resources will 
be available to every nation, that new medicines will be created and that vaccines will be 
available to all wherever they might be. 
 

We pray that the food and farming industries will be enabled to produce enough for all to have 
their need satisfied and that distribution will be effective and worldwide. We remember those 
whose living conditions are dire, where water is difficult to access, and medical help is woefully 
inadequate. For those who cannot find space to isolate, for those who are alone and those who 
are unable to look after themselves. We think of people in refugee camps in the middle of 
winter, for great rivers of people trudging to find help and we feel their desperation and 
hopelessness. 
 

Help us Lord to respond both practically and spiritually, help each one of us to make a 
difference this year, we ask all these things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

HYMN MP 393 – Joy to the world https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5hj518Iugk 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! Let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare Him room and heaven and nature sing 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
 

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns! Your sweetest songs employ 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove  
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love 

And wonders of His love and wonders, wonders of His love 
 
Blessing 
 


