
KSAT Worship Service for Sunday – 11th October 2020 

THEME – ‘Do not be anxious about anything’ 

Welcome to worship! Thank you to Joyce Worsfold for this week’s service on the theme ‘Do not 
be anxious about anything’ – an exhortation, challenge and encouragement in all 
circumstances. 
 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice. Let your gentleness by evident to all. The 
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything’ 
 

Prayer of adoration 
Father God it is so good to know that You are in charge of this world, and that we can depend 
completely upon You. O Lord it is so good to know You and to listen to Your advice, and 
experience Your friendship, love, and wisdom. We thank You for everything that is pure, lovely 
and admirable, for all the good things that people do and say every day and that, even in these 
difficult times. men, women and children are still able to express love and joy, can still be 
inspired and be themselves, inspirational. We have learned so much from You and Your 
creation and we praise You for all the miracles of human achievement, for music and poetry, 
art, and sport, for the wonders of technology and science, for the ability to build, to restore and 
to heal. The world is so full of Your gifts and there is so much wonder and joy. Help us this 
morning and throughout the coming week to rejoice in everything that we do and to thank You 
continually for your Grace.Amen 
 

Hymn MP 572 – Rejoice, rejoice, Christ is in 
you.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wtLsQ-HYJY 
 

Rejoice, rejoice! Christ is in you – the hope of Glory in our hearts. 
He lives, He lives!His breath is in you.Arise! A mighty army we arise! 

 

Now is the time for us to march upon the land – into our hands He will give the land we claim ; 
He rides in majesty to lead us into victory, the world shall see that Christ is Lord. 

 

God is at work in us His wonders to perform, building a kingdom of power not of words 
Where things impossible by faith shall be made possible:Let’s give the glory to Him now. 

 

Though we are weak, His grace is everything we need; we’re made of clay, but this treasure is 
within; 

He turns our weaknesses into His opportunities, so that the glory goes to Him 
 

Prayers for forgiveness 
O Lord, we ask Your forgiveness for the times when we have not rejoiced; for times when we 
have just taken for granted all Your precious gifts. Please forgive our grumbling,grousing, 
ingratitude and laziness.We are sorry for the times when we have made others miserable, for 
harsh words, impatience and lack of care.Show us how to be gentle with one anotherand help 
us to spread Your peace. Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

HymnMP 411 – Let there be love 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZYQZPHABY8 
 

Let there be love shared among us; let there be love in our eyes 
May now Your Love sweep this nation – cause us, O Lord to arise 
Give us a fresh understanding of brotherly love that is real; 
Let there be love shared among us; let there be love 
 
 



Reading – Philippians 4 v 1 – 9  
 

‘Therefore my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and my crown, that is how you 
should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends! I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to 
agree with each other in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, loyal yoke-fellow, help these women who 
have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my 
fellow workers whose names are in the book of life. 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guide your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about 
such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me -put into practice. And 
the God of peace will go with you. 
 

Reflection 
What I love about Paul’s letters are the every-day details, the little snapshots of life from over 
2,000 years ago.It sounds like Euodia and Syntyche had a bit of a fall-outand here he is 
pleading with them to agree with each other pointing out, perhaps, that the work of Christ’s 
kingdom is the most important thing.He asks that they come together, ‘In the Lord’. How easy it 
is sometimes to forget that it is HE that is our priority.How simple it is to get side-tracked and 
start worrying about fiddly little things, when there are millions of people in urgent need of 
knowing God. However, Paul’s rebuke is gentle and he sweetens the pill by speaking warmly of 
their working at his side ‘in the cause of the gospel’.  
Philippi was a particularly needy city– for, until Paul arrived, they had never heard of Jesus.This 
was the very first European city to hear a Christian missionary andit all happened because of a 
dream. One night, Paul had this vision of a man from Macedonia standing and begging him, 
‘Come over to Macedonia and help us’ and because of that he believed that God wanted them 
there to preach the gospel. Macedonia was a Roman Province which embraced, what is today, 
Northern Greece and Philippi was a major city there. 
So… we have a town occupied by the Roman armyand a place where Jesus and His teachings 
were unknown. But not for long! Paul began his teaching with the women who were gathered by 
the river and soon there were many converts and a new church begun, a church for which Paul 
obviously has great love and affection and that is evident throughout this letter. 
There has been much talk, during this pandemic of mental health issues and the importance of 
positivity in our daily lives. Over and over we hear stories about how lives have been changed 
through having a positive mental attitude. Paul does indeedencourage such an attitude, but he 
offers so much more than that.Yes, he exhorts this church to have a positive point of view but 
what he is actively encouraging is a complete immersion in the love of Jesus. They are not just 
to be cheerful with ‘stiff upper lips’– real joy is so much more than that – they are to rejoice and, 
in rejoicing, their love will just flood out and embrace one another.And because they are 
learning to love as Jesus loved, they will care deeply and empathy, understanding and 
gentleness will be evident to anyone outside. Paul knows, from his experience, that when you 
live like that there will be so much more peace in your heart than there ever was in his life 
before Jesus.And there’s that wonderful reminder, ‘The Lord is Near.’ so we are not to be 
anxious, He is so near – He is just a prayer away! 
Finally, Paul encourages these new Christians to luxuriate in everything that is wonderful and 
good.To immerse themselves in the lovely, beautiful things of the earth;he doesn’t innumerate 
what they are, just uses blanketdescriptions, ‘truth,’ things that are admirable,noble, excellent, 
praiseworthy. Perhaps you might like to make your own list, right now! 



Hymn MP 152 – For the beauty of the 
earthhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlBkpAm3fhw 
 

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies 
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies; 

 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise, this our joyful hymn of praise. 
 

For the beauty of each hour, of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light. 

 

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent child; 
Friends on earth and friends above,for all gentle thoughts and mild; 

 

For each perfect gift of Thine, to our race so freely given, 
Graces human and divine, flowers of earth and buds heaven; 

 
Reading– Matthew 22 v 1 – 14 
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who 
prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to 
the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. Then he sent some more 
servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen 
and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
banquet.’ But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The 
rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.  

The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve 
to come. So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ So the servants 
went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the 
good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 
wedding clothes. He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man 
was speechless.Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 
 

Reflection 
Weddings are usually special, love-fuelled, happy occasions. Sometimes of course there are 
glitches and people might be late or lose their way, but it would be a very sad occasion indeed if 
none of the guests turned up. Just imagine… the bride and groom nervous, excited, waiting to 
share their joy and no-one but no-one wants to share it with them! Would they still want to go 
ahead? Would they ever be able to forgive those who did not turn up?This is the scenario that 
Jesus paints in the Parable of the Wedding Feast. The king had prepared a sumptuous banquet 
for his son. The tables are piled high with food, the wine is ready to flow but the guests refuse to 
come! 
Imagine his anguish, his pain. A wedding is so important; he cares about his son, he wanted to 
give him a wonderful, special day. To be invited to a wedding is an honour, a privilege. 
However, he doesnot give up. He sends his servants once more, the guests again refuse. This 
time some of the servantsare abused, beaten and killed.We can only imagine the anger and 
despair that the king felt. His anger knew no bounds; they did not deserve to come. 
So…the servants go out and invite many people from off the streets;they are happy to accept 
the surprise invitation – they don their finery, are excited and throng to join the celebrations. All 
except one… he saunters in, probably expecting to grab all that he can and go. He has made 
no effort for the wedding, there are no special wedding clothes worn with pride. He probably 
hasn’t even washed! The king is angry and rebukes the man,  



‘How did you get in here without your wedding clothes?’ The man can think of no reply. He is 
thrown out and cast into hell. The rebuke is as harsh as any that we might find in the parables of 
Jesus and the final verse sums it all up succinctly,‘For many are invited, but few are chosen.’ 
God’s invitation to the kingdom is for everyone but in this chapter of Matthew, he is warning his 
community against self-satisfaction and complacency. God’s kingdom isfor everyone, by His 
grace we are saved and yet… there are high standards, we are bought in love by great 
sacrifice. The celebrations in heaven are amazing; the joy is full and complete. God expects us 
to join in, whole-heartedly; we can’t stand on the periphery and just watch the proceedings. We 
must take on the full clothing of heaven. The contrasts between the two readings illustrate this 
beautifully – there is nothing half-hearted about the church in Philippi; they are exhorted to 
embrace the kingdom fully and wholeheartedly, rejoicing in the Lord always and trusting 
completely in God. They are enabled to clasp to themselves all that is good, noble, true, 
excellent, beautiful and praiseworthy and enjoy it to the full through the Grace of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 
Can we do the same? Is our faith joy or duty? Is it an every minute faith or a Sunday faith? Is 
our praise whole-hearted? 
 

HymnMP 651 – The kingdom of God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOrkdW5NAM0 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy, for Jesus restores what sin would destroy; 
God’s power and glory in Jesus we know and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

 

The kingdom of God is justice and grace, the captives are freed the sinners find place 
The outcasts are welcomedGod’s banquet to share and hope is awakened in place of despair. 

 

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice. Believe the good news repent and rejoice! 
His love for us sinners brought Christ to His cross, our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 

 

God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal, in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole; 
The heirs to the kingdom shall answer His call and all things cry,‘Glory!’ to God all in all! 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Father, when we think of the King inviting people to the wedding feast of his son’ we think again 
of Your precious invitation to each of us to be part of Your kingdom. Lord, increase our 
awareness of Your longing and love for all people. Help us to have that same longing for people 
to know the wonder of Your friendship and love and grace.Help us to share what we know of 
Your love and power.  
Lord we bring before You now, the names of people that we know who have no experience of 
You. Please give us simple words to speak of Your love, sincerity, kindness and humour. Give 
us what we need to be gentle evangelists and humble and compassionate people… 
Father when we think of You, laying hands upon the sick and suffering, we long for that healing 
for so many people in this world right now. We pray for an end to this pandemic, and for new 
beginnings for the world. Fill Your people, Lord with such a spirit of love and service that we can 
set hearts on fire for You. Give us a new imagination and passion for spreading Your word and 
helping our communities to grow and thrive. We pray for our Young people and thank You for all 
that wonderful potential for the future; and we pray that their futures will not be blighted by the 
present situation… 
We pray for all who have jobs that are particularly demanding at this time and who are 
exhausted and debilitated because of all the extra pressure. We pray that they will be sustained 
by Your presence and refreshed and cared for by others. We pray for those without jobs, and 
those who are scared of being without enough money to live. Lord, there is so much suffering at 
the present time. Help us now, in a time of silence to bring to You all that weighs heavy on our 
hearts…….In Your mercy, Lord… Hear our prayers. Amen 



Hymn MP 115 – Do not be afraidhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91qJPW6pXPw 
 

Do Not Be Afraid, For I Have Redeemed You. 
I Have Called You By Your Name; You Are Mine. 

 

When you walk through the waters I’ll be with you, you will never have to sink beneath the 
waves. 

 

When the fire is burning all around you, you will never be consumed by the flames. 
 

When the fear of loneliness is looming, then remember I am at your side. 
 

(When you dwell In the exile of a stranger, remember you are precious in my eyes.) 
 

You are Mine, O My child; I am your Father, and I love you with a perfect love. 
 
 
Blessing  
The LORD bless you and keep you;the LORD make His face shine on youand be gracious to 
you;the LORD turn His face toward youand give you peace. 


