
HOW Mission Community & KSAT Worship Service for 
28th March 2021: Palm Sunday 

 

Thank you to Penny Hilland for this week’s service for Palm Sunday. 
 
Call to worship 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 
Father David!  Hosanna in the highest! (Psalm 118: 26; Mark 11: 10) 
 
Hymn: Ride on, ride on in majesty https://youtu.be/MD9rMkIS1yw 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! Hark, all the tribes, ‘Hosanna!’ cry, 
O Saviour meek, pursue Thy road with palms and scattered garments strowed. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin o’er captive death and conquered sin. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  The angel armies of the sky 
Look down with sad and wondering eyes to see the approaching sacrifice. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 
The Father on His sapphire throne awaits His own anointed Son. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  In lowly pomp ride on to die; 
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain, then take, O God, Thy power and reign 

Gathering prayer 

The gates of Holy week are opened wide for all to enter.  Let us walk together with Jesus our 
Lord and praise His name.  We gather in Spirit and in fellowship to celebrate our King who rides 
on a borrowed colt into His glory.  We bring to You the best of what we are, Lord Jesus, laying 
down our lives in service, as You laid down Your life for us. Blessed be Your name for ever.  
Amen. 

Prayer of confession 

Dear Heavenly Father, today we remember the day when Jesus was hailed as King and 
greeted with shouts of joy and triumph as He entered through the gate of Jerusalem.  Yet we 
know how this story ends, with the cries of support turning to cries of condemnation.  There is 
so much for us to take in: a betrayal and a terrible death and then……and then…..a greater 
triumph by far than the crowning of a King like David….. an all-encompassing joy and hope to 
celebrate because God raised Jesus from the tomb, the first-fruits of the resurrection, the 
Saviour, who has opened the gate of heaven to us all. 

We know this and still we persist in exercising our personal power and influence and storing up 
things for ourselves which do not last.  We seek approval when we know that this is not a 
quality of eternal life.  Too often we just ’go with the crowd.’Lord, keep us from empty self-
importance and falsehood and turn our hearts outward to the needs of others. For we can be 
assured that, in the work of the cross, You have proved beyond all else that You have done for 
us, that You know all our weaknesses, and yet accept us as we are.  Lord, we are sorry for all 
the ways in which we have failed You.  Forgive us and renew us in our righteous ways. 

You are my God. You have become my salvation………and I will exalt you (from Psalm 118) 

Amen 

 



Reading 1:Psalm 118: 1-2 and 19-24 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures for ever. 

Open the gates of righteousness; I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.  This is the gate of the 
Lord through which the righteous may enter.  I will give you thanks, for You answered me; You 
have become my salvation.  

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes.  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Reading 2:Mark 11: 1-11 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany, Jesus sent two of His 
disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a 
colt tied there, which no-one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  If anyone asks you, 
‘Why are you doing this?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’” 

They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway.  As they untied it, some 
people standing there asked, ‘What are you doing, untying that colt?’  They answered as Jesus 
had told them to, and the people let them go.  When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks over it, He sat on it.  Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others 
spread branches they had cut in the fields.  Those who went ahead and those who followed 
shouted, ‘Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David!  Hosanna in the highest!’ 

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple.  He looked around at everything, but since it 
was already late, He went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 

Observations 

Mark is the only Gospel writer to record that Jesus looked around at everything and then went 
back to spend the night at Bethany. He conveys a sense of quiet mindfulness at the end of 
theday, after the crowds had dispersed and gone home…….a time of reflection, prayer and 
orientation perhaps…..even a farewell as Jesus prepared Himself for what He knew He had to 
do………a time alone in His Father’s house.His time had come and Mark conveys this moment 
like a holding of breath between two worlds.  The mismatch between the popular notion of a 
Davidic Messiah and deliverer of God’s people and the Messiah of God’s plans had come to a 
head.  His time had come to stand alone and do what only He could do.  He must show them 
the true Messiah, whatever the cost.  His time was now.  

Hymn(in memory of Mr James Law, whose voice and heart and soul soared over these 
words): What kind of love is this?  https://youtu.be/4cQf231N918 

What kind of love is this, that gave itself for me? 
I am the guilty one, yet I go free. 

What kind of love is this? A love I’ve never known. 
I didn’t even know His name, what kind of love is this? 

What kind of man is this, that died in agony? 
He who had done no wrong was crucified for me. 

What kind of man is this, who laid aside His throne 
That I may know the love of God?  What kind of man is this? 

By grace I have been saved, it is the gift of God. 
He destined me to be His child, such is His love. 
No eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard, 

Nor has the heart of man conceived, what kind of love is this. 

 



Reflection 

There is a time for everything; a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a 
time to speak(Ecclesiastes 3: 1, 7) 

I wonder if you remember hearing about a little baby who disappeared from her parents’ tent in 
the bush close to Ayers Rock (Ularu) in Australia.  Her parents were camping with other visitors 
to see the famous sunset on the rock when 2 month old Azaria was taken by a dingo.  The 
parents hunted everywhere for her and the only clue to what had happened was mother Lindy’s 
report that she had seen a scrap of Azaria’s clothing.  Since police found no evidence of this, or 
of anything relating to the child, they arrested Lindy on the charge of murder. Years ago I saw a 
film about this story called ‘A Cry in the Dark.’  It focused on Lindy’s trial.   She was convicted 
and jailed for 24 years, during which time her husband divorced her.  Eventually the scrap of 
clothing was found buried and it matched Lindy’s description.  It was blood-stained and was 
consistent with a dingo attack. Finally Lindy was released. Tragic as this story is, the purpose of 
the film was to demonstrate how Lindy’s personality and conduct, rather than any evidence 
against her, led to her conviction.  She did not fit the expectation of a grieving mother.  She did 
not cry.  She did not display emotion.  She did not put up a defence.  She was deemed to be a 
cold-hearted murderer.  She went to her fate because no-one would listen to her.  Yet surely 
God was listening.  

The film left a lasting impression on me.  We do not all wail and lose control.  We do not all 
gather to protest or to lay flowers where victims fell. It does not mean that we do not feel the 
samesorrow and grief. Yet there is an expectation of how we should behave and be recognised 
as ‘fitting in’ with the crowd.  The same is often true of the opinions we hold.  Do we dare to 
make enemies by going against the flow?How often do we, as Christians, need to make an 
unpopular decision and take the consequences? 

As I re-read the biblical text of Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem and the subsequent withdrawal of 
favour towards Him, I see that this was ever so!  Jesus was entitled to a royal entry into 
Jerusalem but very soon the euphoria turned to disappointment and then anger.  The crowd 
which welcomed Him came to see that He wasn’t doing what they wanted.  He did not do or say 
the things they expected of Him and they lost faith in Him.  He couldn’t be the Messiah after all.   
Even His disciples were confused and then afraid to be associated with Jesus as the authorities 
turned on Him with their accusations. 

When Jesus was arrested and put on trial, His composure and silence went against Him.  
Surely if He was unable to defend Himself against the mishmash of charges they put to Him, He 
couldn’t be innocent!  But Jesus had no way out. To utter His truth was blasphemy in the eyes 
of His accusers: He would be asking the Temple and Rome to recognise Him as the Son of 
God…..and this was a step too far for those who held control. 

One thing I have learned about discipleship is that it is fruitless, if not foolhardy, to engage in 
argument about who Jesus is. People challenge the Bible on many levels until it speaks to them 
personally. That’s because our God is a God of encounter.  He reveals Himself to people at 
times of His choosing.  When you recognise and acknowledge what He is doing in your life, you 
set off on a journey of relationship with Him.Jesus chose to let His trial and conviction run its 
course and to trust God to reveal His truth to those who witnessed His resurrection……and to 
those who have continued to meet with Him to this very day. There are five words to testify to 
personal encounter and they were uttered by Thomas:  My Lord and my God! (John 20: 28) 

Palm Sunday marks not so much the beginning of the end as the end of the beginning. The joy 
and extravagant celebration of Jesus as the coming King was not misplaced.  Jesus was indeed 
their Saviour and Redeemer, their freedom from oppression, but the crowds sought immediate 
gratification.  Jesus’s teaching in Jerusalem was disturbing, too close to home truths, not the 
coronation party they desired.  There is much for us to learn here.  Our personal relationships 



cannot be sustained on a ‘high.’  I think of the Christians who reject God when bad things 
happen to them and their family.  I think of marriages that fall apart because they hit difficulties.  
Jesus teaches us to endure these times when we are let down, discredited, injured,and 
betrayed.  We can still sing a broken Hallelujah, as the song goes, because God holds us all in 
His loving hands, carries us through and blesses us abundantly. Endurance is the path that 
Jesus took – setting aside any dream of immediate gratification that could not last.  He let God 
reveal to us that this is the path that leads away from self and into His protection.  It leads all the 
way through death to God’s eternal kingdom.   

Jesus did not shirk the pain of endurance that is a part of all human life, nor did He withdraw His 
trust in the goodness of God.  The faithful heart and the suffering of our Lord have becomeHis 
true triumph and glory.  So it must be for usat the heart of our Christian discipleship. To follow 
Jesus is to work at breaking the cycle of doing things ‘my way’ and, at the same time, to resist 
the temptation to merge into the crowd.  If these seem contradictory, look to Jesus! If Jesus had 
chosen to save Himself rather than submit to the cross, He would have seized power for 
Himself, thus following the ways of the world that crowd in on us day by day.   He would have 
beenno different from the rest of us.   Instead Jesus has given us another way of thinking and 
being: a life that can be given away in loving relationship with God and with each other.  God’s 
way. The way where life may prevail over death and where God’s healing power and grace can 
flow into all our relationships. May the love of God the Father, of God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit strengthen us against the powers of this world and keep us firm in our endeavours to 
walk with Christ to the cross and to eternal life.  Amen. 

Prayer 

Living God, Your light shines around us in the person of Jesus Christ, who was greeted as King 
and crucified as slave because He came in Your name.  Help us who continue to greet His 
coming, to welcome Him into our lives with humility, so that we may not desert Him, let Him 
down or turn against Him, but may follow Him faithfully to the end, serving each other and all 
our neighbours, for His name’s sake.  Amen. 

Hymn:  There is a redeemer https://youtu.be/tUqfdaCLm0Y 

There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. 

Thank You, O my Father, for giving us Your Son, 
and leaving Your Spirit till the work on earth is done. 

Jesus, my Redeemer, Name above all names, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, O for sinners slain. 

When I stand in glory I will see His face, 
And there I’ll serve my King for ever in that holy place. 

 
Prayers for God’s world, His Church and ourselves 
 

As we pray, let us imagine we are supporting one another at the foot of the cross, at the side of 
those who genuinely loved Jesus, believed in Himand stood by Him to the end.   
 

Dear Lord, we pray for people everywhere who are suffering at this time: those who are 
watching loved ones nearing the end of life, especially if they cannot be near them to hold and 
comfort them; those who are living in the darkness and agony of isolation; those who can no 
longer carry out their work and feel helpless; those who are weighed down with hardship, failure 
or sorrow and feel that God is far from them.  The world is suffering from wars, from tyrannies 
and from the devastating effects of the coronavirus.   Lord, in Your mercy and love, help Your 
people and bring release. 



We pray for those who make laws, interpret them and administer them.  We pray that You will 
bring down the power-seekers and raise up leaders who will work towards the good of all and 
order the lives of their people with justice and in the way of peace.  We are saddened that 
Jerusalem remains a battleground, a place of disunity where cultures and religion stand in the 
way of people living alongside each other.  Help each one of us to recognise our own 
prejudices, possessiveness and pride, and instil in us the love that Jesus lived by.  Turn our 
hearts again and keep our eyes fixed on the cross of mercy. 

Strengthen your Church throughout the world as Christians everywhere turn again to reflect in 
wonder and praise on Christ’s Passion and the unsurpassed joy of Easter. May we be renewed 
in perseverance and hope.  We ask this especially for Christians who live under fear of 
persecution for their faith.  Be with them in their struggles and dangers and encourage them not 
to give up on You but tohold fast to the truth in the face of hostility.  In all our personal 
hardships, Lord, give us the will to take up our cross and trust in You to raise us up at last to live 
with Christ in the place where He has gone to reign with You. 

Let us offer to God our own prayers for the individuals, situations and nations that are on our 
hearts, and ask for His mercy and healing. 

Generous God, You show us what love is.  You did not spare Your only Son but gave Him up to 
bring us all to You.  We ask all these prayers in His precious name.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Song: Come to the Throne of Grace`` https://youtu.be/wJV-RPHNA9A 

Come to the Throne of Grace, don’t be afraid, I won’t turn you away. 
Just let Me into your heart and My love will wash your tears away. 

I know you, I know you completely and on your darkest journey I have been with you. 
All the weight of guilt and shame you carry on your shoulder; it’s time to hand it over, let it go – 

just let it go. 

Come to the Throne of Grace………….. 

I can hear the silent tears above the noise and laughter; the things you’re running after will let 
you down. 

So here I stand before you now with arms of love to hold you: let My love enfold you and come 
to Me – oh run to Me! 

Come to the Throne of Grace………….. 

Blessing 

May God’s grace unite us in fellowship and love and fill our hearts with joy on this Holy Day.  
Amen. 


