
Welcome to our KSAT Worship service on Sunday 24th May 
THEME – Micah, The Sheep and the Goats. 

 
This week we are not following the lectionary readings; but on this 
Sunday after Ascension Day thinking about the prophet Micah, Jesus in 
his parable about the sheep and the goats, John Wesley and the hymn-
writer Sydney Carter have to teach us about our role in God’s kingdom. 
Thanks to Cath and John Thwaites for hymns, Bernard Staley for call to 
worship and prayers; and Keith Hewitson for reflection. Jackie  
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

We give all who are sharing in our service this morning a warm welcome 
to worship. At the moment we know that things are very different, we 
would all love to share fellowship in our various churches, but we know 
that the Lord is not confined to buildings. We are the church, the body of 
Christ, who dwells within each of us. So we come this morning, midst the 
sadness and worry which Covid 19 has brought to so many lives, assured 
that God is our strength and hope.   
Here is a little saying to help us through. 
‘When it rains look for the rainbow; when it’s dark look for the stars’ 
 

OPENING HYMN – Praise to the Lord. 
 

Link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlhdsz-JcR4 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, Brothers and sisters draw near. 
Praise Him in glad adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 
Ponder anew, what the Almighty can do, 
Who with His love doth befriend thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth nourish thy life and restore thee, 
Fitting thee well for the tasks that are ever before thee. 
Then to thy need, He like a mother doth speed, 
Spreading the wings of grace o’er thee.  
 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that have life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen Sound from His people again. 
Gladly for aye we adore him. 

(Joachim Neander) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlhdsz-JcR4


OPENING PRAYER  
 

So as we pray, we come first to give thanks for the blessings which have 
been given to us; though we might be feeling weary and sad, concerned 
about friends and families whom we may not have seen for some time, or 
perhaps worried about the progress of this terrible virus which has 
affected so many lives throughout the world and wonder when it will 
come to an end. We can ask God for help and strength to look beyond the 
present moment and look forward to brighter days ahead. Dear Lord, in 
this time of lockdown we pray for patience to endure, hope for the future 
and knowledge that the everlasting arms are around us to comfort and to 
bless. We pray for our circuit at this difficult time, and think especially of 
our ministers Stephen and Andrew and their wives ; as they seek to lead 
us through these demanding times. ‘We praise Him for all that is past 
and trust Him for all that’s to come. Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER. 
 

HYMN – I will come to you 
 

Link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sgm9lkTNQmc   
 

I will come to you in the silence I will lift you from all your fear; 
You will hear my voice I claim you as my choice 
Be still, and know I am near. 
 

I am hope for all who are hopeless I am eyes for all who long to see  
In the shadows of the night I will be your light Come and rest in Me. 
 

Do not be afraid, I am with you I have called you each by name 
Come and follow me, I will bring you hone I love you and you are mine. 
 

I am strength for all the despairing  
Healing for the ones who dwell in shame 
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free And all will know My 
name. 
 

Do not be afraid for I am with you, I have called you each by name 
Come and follow me, I will bring you home  
I love you and you are mine.                                                                (David Haas) 
 

BIBLE READINGS  
 

Micah 6 vv 5-8 – The prophet reminds the people of Israel, and reminds 
us, that though it is important to offer God our worship, He is also 
looking for changed lives. The prophet sums this up in the words:- 
 ‘What does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God.’ 
Matt 25 vv 31-46 – Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sgm9lkTNQmc


REFLECTION 
 

This morning, had it not been for the current Coronavirus situation, I 
would have been leading worship at our chapel in Kirkby Stephen. 
Before the current situation emerged I had decided to share some 
thoughts in the service on the song by Sydney Carter – ‘When I needed a 
neighbour….’  Today’s restrictions make the words of this song more 
relevant to us than ever. 
 

The words of the song echo the words of Jesus recorded for us in 
Matthew’s gospel, where in chapter 25 He speaks about how our lives 
will be judged. Have we looked after the needy and vulnerable members 
of our society? For it is in our encounters with them that we come face to 
face with Jesus Himself.  
 

When I needed a neighbour were you there?  And the creed and the 
colour and the name won’t matter-were you there? 
 

    What we call the ‘Emergency services’ today are a much valued part of 
our society. In times of trouble we can rely on help from the Ambulance 
service, the Police, the Fire Service or the Mountain Rescue and others. 
In Luke’s gospel chapter 10 Jesus tells the story of a traveller who needed 
help in an emergency situation. He received that help from an 
unexpected source. This story was told in answer to a question asked of 
Jesus-‘Who is my neighbour?’ 
 

In the story of the Good Samaritan Jesus made it clear that our 
neighbour is simply anyone who needs our help – regardless of their 
status, nationality, ethnic background or religious beliefs. Like the Good 
Samaritan, we are to be an ‘Emergency Service’ to anyone in need – be 
they close at hand or far away across the world. We are part of a global 
community and have a responsibility for all our fellow-members. 
 

    This Sunday in our church is celebrated as ‘Aldersgate Sunday’.  Today 
we remember a momentous occasion in the life of John Wesley when, on 
24th May 1738, as he records, he ‘reluctantly’ attended a meeting at a 
Moravian chapel in Aldersgate Street in London. It was there that 
someone was reading from Martin Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to the 
Romans and during that reading Wesley tells how he suddenly felt his 
heart was ‘strangely warmed’ as he felt the overwhelming power of God’s 
love within him. From that experience came his great ministry of 
bringing many folks from all walks of life to know the saving power of 
God through Jesus. It is our own experience of a heart ‘strangely 
warmed’ that gives us the strength and compassion to be neighbours to 
those in need whether close at hand or far away. 
 

To the question ‘When I needed a neighbour were you there?’ may God 
give us the courage and strength to say ‘Yes’ 
 
 



HYMN – When I needed a neighbour 
 

Link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ym8yOdCFGPc  
 

When I needed a neighbour, were you there, were you there? 
When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour and the name won't matter, 
Were you there? 

I was hungry and thirsty, were you there, were you there? 
I was hungry and thirsty, were you there?  And the creed…… 

  
I was cold, I was naked, were you there, were you there? 
I was cold, I was naked, were you there?    And the creed………  
  
When I needed a shelter, were you there, were you there? 
When I needed a shelter, were you there?    And the creed ……… 

  
When I needed a healer, were you there, were you there? 
When I needed a healer, were you there?   And the creed……..  
  
Wherever you travel, I'll be there, I'll be there. 
Wherever you travel, I'll be there. 
 

And the creed and the colour and the name won't matter, 
I'll be there.            (Sydney Carter) 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION. 
 

Let us pray. 
There is much for which we should pray about at this time. First we 
remember the wider world, the havoc caused by the global pandemic and 
all those who are mourning the loss of loved ones because of the corona 
virus. Amid all this we know that there are many other causes of 
suffering throughout the world, failed crops leaving people starving, 
racial tensions leading to war, and greed and selfishness in all its forms. 
So we pray for peace, lasting peace, which the world cannot give, nor yet 
take away.  
We pray for our own land, facing deaths on a scale which couldn’t be 
imagined a few months ago. We pray for those seeking a cure for the 
virus and the dedicated doctors and tireless nurses and care workers, 
those preparing food for those who having done a long shift on the wards 
have no energy to make a meal for themselves or their family.  So many 
people showing kindness to strangers, helping with the shopping, 
keeping in touch with the isolated, just being there for others.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ym8yOdCFGPc


We remember many thousands who mourn, those who wait by the phone 
for news, for whom life will never be the same again; and we pray that 
they may feel the love of God very close to them. 
Lastly we pray for ourselves. We give thanks that we are blessed to live in 
such a lovely area and, even in lockdown, we can enjoy the beauty of the 
countryside. We pray for any known to us who are going through 
difficult times at the moment and we remember our families and ask that 
they will be protected at this time. We ask Lord, that you forgive our sins, 
strengthen our faith and send us forth to work for you. Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN – In Christ there is no east or west 
 
Link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfNIbxvXbus   
 

In Christ there is no East or West, in Him no South or North; 
But one great fellowship of love, throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
In Him shall true hearts everywhere, their high communion find; 
His service is the golden cord, close-binding all mankind. 
  
Join hands then people of the faith, whate’er your race may be! 
Who serves my Father as His child, is surely kin to me. 
 
In Christ now meet both East and West, in Him meet South and North 
All Christ-like souls are one in Him throughout the whole wide earth. 

(John Oxenham) 

CLOSING PRAYER  (based on words of John Wesley)   
 

Loving God in the power of Your Spirit, help us to do all the good we can, 
to all the people we can, at all the times we can, in all the places we can, 
in all the ways we can, as long as ever we can; knowing that best of all is 
You are with us.  Amen 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfNIbxvXbus

