
Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 
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Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Heart of Westmorland Mission Community and KSAT Circuit Worship Service 30 May 2021  

Good morning, How lovely to be able to worship with you once more and many thanks to all who 
make these services possible. Our Theme today is The Holy Spiritversus Evil, a complex and 
important subject. 

This world we know is contaminated. This world that God has made, so lovingly filledwith every tiny 
detail designed and made with such care, is infected, spoiled and stained with evil. Of course, this is 
not anything new, though I suspect that many of us in our later years frequently moan, ‘What on 
earth is this world coming to?’ And look back nostalgically to the world of our youth. But of course, it 
has always been so. All through the ages this fight between good and evil has been fiercely fought in 
anguish and pain and so it continues. God intervened by sending His Son to show the right way, to 
demonstrate the immense power of Love and finally to take our sin upon himself to die on a ghastly 
instrument of torture.  

In Proverbs 21:15 we read 

‘When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.’ 

And in Genesis 6 we read. 

‘The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually’. (No-0ne is immune, we have not been 
vaccinated against evil!) 

 (Jesus) gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, Galatians 1:4 

The King James Pure Bible Search software shows that the word evil appears in the 
entire Bible 613 times in 569 verses in 343 chapters in 60 books. 

Not a transient thing then, evil. It appears that it is here to stay… or is it? 

Let us Pray. 

Great Father God. We thank you that you are indeed our Father, but also our friend, master, teacher 
and Saviour. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us and for the way that you continue 
to break into our lives every single day. So often Lord, we fail you; our worship can become 
mechanical. So often we mouth the words and enjoy the tunes but are not really worshipping. 
Sometimes we pray without understanding, without really grasping how important is this fantastic 
communication between us. 

 Sometimes we physically meetwithout there being a true meeting of our minds, without being able 
to walk in one another’s shoes. Please forgive us Lord. 

Help us to focus all our energy and passion on you. Show us how to breathe in your Holy Spirit so 
that we are really renewed and energised. Help us to soak up your peace and to be filled with a deep 
compassion for others, for the earth itself and for all who live here. Please help us, give us the right 
words to speak, not hackneyed words that people cannot relate to, but simple, strong, life-giving 
words, that will draw them to You and give them fulfilment, purpose and joy. Amen 

 



Hymn 1191  If ever I should falter  (5pUmK85tWAl Martin Layzell &Busbee) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pUmK85tWAI 

If ever I should falter, if ever I should fall 
Your love is an anchor 
(And) a refuge for my Soul 
I build my world around You 
I'm building on the Rock 
For only You are faithful 
Only You are strong 
With Your grace, I can face another day 
Run this race, holding on to You 
But when the road seems too hard to climb 
I recall these words to mind 
Each new day, come what may, I'm pressing on 
With my eyes firmly fixed on You 
But when the load seems too much to bear 
On Your truth I can depend 
When all around me is shaking in this world 
Upon Your solid foundation I stand firm 

Reading. Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Response 

We live in a world that is groaning under the weight of evil. Greed is running amok in 
government, in commerce, in homes and in workplaces. Selfishness it seems, reaches 
new heights, our expectations of what we deserve are encouraged to reach out for 
more and more. We deserve foreign holidays, we work hard, we are entitled to eat 
out as much as we want, to have cars, and nice clothes and hot-tubs and whatever. 



They are our right, we say. Does it matter that some people do not have running 
water or electricity or enough to eat? Of course, it does! It is so easy in our society to 
become vaccinated against need, to be infected by greed. To become immune to the 
cries and screams and utter heartbreak of people featured on the news, after all we 
have our own problems.  

We read in Romans 8, ‘For all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.’ And 
we know that to be true, no-one is invulnerable to the virus of sin. Evil is constantly 
searching for the cracks in our immune system. It can crawl in through drink, drugs, 
gossip, through anything that distracts us from God, through advertising, or 
something we read or watch on television. Life is fraught with temptation. 

‘ Be alert and of sobermind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.’ Warns Peter, 

We have to be alert at all times. It is no accident that in the prayer that Jesus taught 
us he gave us the words,  

‘Lead us not into temptation butdeliver us from evil.’  

Evil wears many masks, it is well camouflaged, veiled and disguised. It can seem 
alluring, we can so easily be enticed, it promises so much. I have been greatly upset 
watching news items recently about lonely men and women who, when trying to find 
someone to love, have been tricked into parting with large sums of money, believing 
that they were helping someone they have learned to care for. Evil can have an 
attractive face.Scams, either on the telephone or the internet or by other means are 
an urgentreminder of this. We need to pray for discernment, sometimes it is hard to 
make good choices. 

In this reading we see the great chasm between the holiness God intends and evil. 
Isaiah feels that He is doomed because He has seen God and God has seen him  
enveloped and dripping with sin. But the opposite happens, an angel takes a glowing 
coal and places it upon his previously unclean lips and when that happens, he is 
touched by God. ‘This has touched your lips, and now your guilt is gone.’ He is 
forgiven and God comes close.This is where He means to be and it is our job to 
ensure that we stay close to Him. 

In reading this it reminded me of my garden stepping-stones. I recently created a 
new herbaceous border and then realised that it was so wide that I wouldn’t be able 
to care for my plants without treading on others. As it was lock-down I traversed the 
internet to find where I could purchase some and have them delivered. I discovered 
many places where I could buy the seven that I estimated I would need, but no-one 
was prepared to deliver such a small number. We resorted to ‘click and collect’ and 
set out the next day to do the ‘collecting’ bit. Later when I was able to put them in 



place, I was happy with how they looked and confident they would do the job. 
However, I have found increasingly, when I am tired, that the space from one to the 
other is just that little bit too far. It would be so easy to miss my step and fall into the 
rose bushes or to squash some fledgling flower. My stepping-stones need to be 
closer together just as my stepping-stones to God need to be less separated. Prayer, 
immersion in His words, praising, witnessing and loving are all stepping-stones that 
need to become more of a complete pathway if I am to fight against evil. It is only 
through his enormous love and Grace that we continue to walk his path. The 
important thing to remember is that, sinful as we are, the price has been paid and if 
we are truly sorry our sins are forgiven. How amazing! 

Hymn 1151 Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF_55-PE-Pw 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love 
Amazing grace 

John 3. 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 



4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of theSpirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what wehave seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him’ 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 

Reflection 

Recently my granddaughter gave birth to a son, Ted. And our whole of my family is blown 
away, yet again, by the mystery and magnificence of birth. It is truly amazing, to gaze at 
those tiny hands and minute fingernails, to look into those eyes that are seeing everything for 
the very first time. I often wonder what exactly we bring into the world. We know now that 
our D.N.A can be mapped, that somehow bits of our predecessors continue in each of us. 
How many of our talents and aptitudes are within us at birth? What a precious thing it is to 
have some input into the nurturing and cherishing of a new soul.What a joy to help to shape a 
new life. 

Many years ago, at a Christian conference I watched a very memorable sketch performed. 
The two characters were twin babies in the womb and they were arguing about whether there 
was life after birth. 

“Don’t be ridiculous’ said the first twin, ‘how can there be another life after this? Look 
around you, this is all there is, there is just the womb and us and possibly, Mother.’ The 
second baby replied. 

‘I’m sure there is some other life beyond the womb, I believe in Mother, I feel her all around 
me and I’m sure that some day we will be with her and then we will know all things.’ 

Suddenly, there is a lot of squeezing pain and the first twin begins to move down a long 
tunnel…” 



Birth is a momentous happening, these days it is probably safer than it has ever been but there 
are still risks. Over two thousand years ago it was much moredangerous, yet here is Jesus 
telling Nicodemus that he must be born again, no wonder he was a bit confused. Jesus points 
out that there is a difference between being born physically and being born Spiritually. But a 
new birth is absolutely necessary. So, what does that ‘new birth entail?’ These are some of 
the labour contractions. 

 We need to open up our whole selves and extend our parameters beyond our natural 
parents to our Father God.  

 We have to go beyond earthly things and seek to access the spiritual gifts shown to us 
by Jesus. 

 We need to widen our horizons and develop a global point of view, to understand 
better the earth and it’s people. 

 We need to spend time getting to know our Father God and Jesus. We need to grow 
in the experience of the special love of God. The more familiar we become with them 
the greater our longing for the Spirit becomes. 

 We need to turn our backs on earthly, human desires and make space for the Holy 
Spirit to fill and empower us so that we are enabled to be His witnesses, workers and 
welcomers. 

All these things help to open up the Spiritual birth canal. What an awful lot of need to 
embrace, but God loves us immensely and supplies all our needs when we turn to Him, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is our protection and our strength. He is the LOVE of 
our Life, Eternal Life. 

Prayers of Intercession. 

Father God we bring to you the pain and worries of our world and we confess that we find 
ourselves helpless when we hear of  people suffering in such terrible ways. We think of those 
caught up in wars, losing homes and families and living in fear. We think particularly of 
those living in Israel and Gaza and for those countries where people feel that the only way 
they can find peace is to leave all that they have loved to find a new beginning. Fill us with 
compassion, Lord and help us to do all that we can to help. 

We pray for all who have suffered because of the Covid crises. For those who are still 
critically ill and for those who have lost people that they loved. We pray for all doctors, 
nurses and health workers, for those who care for the elderly in nursing homes and in their 
own homes. We pray that the pressures upon them will be eased and that they will be 
supported in every way to continue to care for others. We pray for all who are suffering 
because of other illnesses and ask that they will be able to receive appropriate care and 
medication. In particular we pray for… 

We pray for the church throughout the world. We pray we will soon be able to return to our 
churches filled with new vigour and understanding, able to sing and praise as never before. 
Fill us with a new energy and the massive power of your Holy Spirit so that we become more 
dynamic, outgoing and a tremendous force for good. In your mercy Lord, Hear our prayers. 

Hymn. 241 Holy Spirit we welcome you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKlquTpWpz0 



Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Move amongst us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire 
Hands reach out and hearts aspire 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 
Holy spirit, we welcome you 

Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know 
How to move in the spirit's flow. 
Holy spirit, holy spirit, holy spirit, we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 

Please accomplish in me today 
Some new work of loving grace i pray 
Unreservedly have your way 
Holy spirit holy spirit holy spirit we welcome you 
Chris Bowater 

Blessing .In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, Help us heavenly Father to trust your 
love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your Holy Name. through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 


