
KSAT Worship Service for Sunday – 6th September 2020 

THEME – ‘Living Well Together’ 
Call to worship 
Teach us, O Lord, the ways of your laws. Give us understanding that we may always 
follow you. May your constant presence assure us of your steadfast love, and may we 
feel your presence as we worship you now. Amen 
 
 HYMN MP 187 – God is love      https://youtu.be/gyYWW_P9MH4 
 

God is love, let heav'n adore Him; God is love, let earth rejoice; 
Let creation sing before Him, and exalt Him with one voice. 

He who laid the earth's foundation, He who spread the heav'ns above, 
He who breathes through all creation, He is love, eternal love. 

 

God is love and He enfoldeth all the world in one embrace; 

With unfailing grasp He holdeth every child of every race. 

And when human hearts are breaking under sorrow's iron rod, 

All the sorrow, all the aching wrings with pain the heart of God. 
 

God is love, and though with blindness sin afflicts the souls of men, 

God's eternal loving-kindness holds and guides them even then. 

Sin and death and hell shall never o'er us final triumph gain; 

God is love, so love for ever o'er the universe must reign. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Creator God ,maker of all that is,  we draw near and enter your holiness. Your  presence 
welcomes us; your love enfolds us; your power sustains us. 
We bring our love to you. 
Jesus Christ, Son of God ,Son of Man, we draw near and come to you. Your example 
challenges us ;your love forgives us; your peace restores us. 
We bring our love to you. 
Holy Spirit ,God around and within us, we draw near united by your power. 
You lift our hearts in joyfulness; you guide our ways in obedience; your love enriches our 
love. We bring our love to you. 
We offer you our worship and our praise we come also to ask your forgiveness. 
Forgiveness for the times when we have followed our way rather than your way;   
The times when we haven’t challenged others when they have strayed from your ways. 
When we haven’t been salt and light in our communities. 
When we have failed to condemn what was wrong and support what is right. 
Forgive us; and give us the wisdom strength and courage we need  to follow your ways. 
In Jesus name Amen.   
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/gyYWW_P9MH4


HYMN MP 564 – Praise to the Lord.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlhdsz-JcR4 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, Brothers and sisters draw near. 
Praise Him in glad adoration. 

 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 

Ponder anew, what the Almighty can do, 
Who with His love doth befriend thee. 

 

Praise to the Lord, who doth nourish thy life and restore thee, 
Fitting thee well for the tasks that are ever before thee. 

Then to thy need, He like a mother doth speed, 
Spreading the wings of grace o’er thee. 

 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that have life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

Let the Amen Sound from His people again. 
Gladly for aye we adore him. 

(Joachim Neander) 

 
BIBLE READINGS      PSALM  119  vv 33-40 
Teach me O Lord to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end. 
34 Give me understanding ,and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart.35 Direct 
me in the path of your commands for there I find delight.36 Turn my heart towards your 
statutes and not towards selfish gain.37 Turn my eyes away from worthless things 
;preserve my life according to your word. 
38 Fulfil your promise to your servant, so that you may be feared.39 Take away the 
disgrace I dread for your laws are good.40 How I long for your precepts! Preserve my life 
in your righteousness. 
 
MATTHEW 18 vv 15-20 

15 If anyone sins against you, go and show them their fault, just between the two of you. 
If they listen to you ,you have won them over.16 But if they will not listen, take one or two 
others along, so that every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.17 If they refuse to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if they refuse even 
to listen to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 
18 I tell you the truth, whatever  you bind on earth will be bound in heaven and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
19Again I tell you if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask for ,it will be done 
for you by my father in heaven.20 For where two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them.                 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlhdsz-JcR4


REFLECTION – ‘LIVING TOGETHER WELL’ 
 

Today’s gospel reading ends with some familiar words-often used to encourage us if for 
any reason the number of people gathered for worship prayer or service is small. 
‘For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I with them.’ 
However we mustn’t move too quickly to those words of encouragement and ignore 
what comes before. This is one of the few passages in all of the gospels that provides a 3-
fold process for dealing with a disagreement within a church community. First the 
challenge to start small and have the courage to share our grievance with the person who 
we feel has wronged us; not with others who might be more sympathetic to our side of 
the story. If that doesn’t work, share with one or two others and lastly if necessary with 
the whole church community. The emphasis is always on working towards reconciliation 
rather than further separation, and verses 19 & 20 confirm that this is God’s will. 
          We also read part of Psalm 119- the longest psalm and longest chapter in the Bible-
words which are a repetitive meditation on the beauty of God’s word and how it helps us 
to grow in our faith. As one commentator puts it, ‘the uniqueness of our Bible is that God 
not only provides the rules and the guidelines but is always there to help us live 
according to his way.’ 
         As I was praying about this service, reflecting on those passages – thinking about the 
beginning of a new church year, though very different to what we would have expected –
thinking about the theme  ‘Living together well’, I was reminded of one of my favourite 
hymns which seemed to sum it up……..say it all. ‘New Year’s Resolutions’, in the words 
the prayer of Kate Barclay Wilkinson. 
 

Verse 1 gives us an example to follow and a challenge to be like Jesus everyday 
Not just when things are going well /the sun is shining but everyday 
 

May the mind of Christ my Saviour Live in me from day to day 
By his love and power controlling All I do and say 

 

Verse 2 picks up the words of the psalm and reminds us of how important our regular 
Bible reading/ study is in our lives as Christians-Bibles easily available to us in our own 
language-lots of different notes to help us, in print and on line. But its’ our decision how 
much we value how much we use this wonderful resource.   
 

May the word of God dwell richly  In my heart from hour to hour 
So that all may see I triumph Only through his power. 

 

Bible reading study is so important –the next verse reminded me of the power of prayer-
our own and other peoples. Time and time again I have been able to face a difficult 
situation with a deep sense of peace because I knew others were praying for me. 
 

May the peace of God my Father, rule my life in everything, 
That I may be calm to comfort sick and sorrowing 

 



The next verse I felt related well to the gospel reading-how if we are filled with the love 
of Jesus it makes a difference how we see others –makes a difference how we relate to 
them – so important at this time, when fear, mistrust, a lack of respect and concern for 
others, are causing so much havoc in our communities.   
 

May the love of Jesus fill me As the waters fill the sea 
Him exalting –self abasing –This is victory 

 

The last verse reminded me of the gospel reading a few weeks ago and Peter walking on 
the water. While he fixed his eyes on Jesus and not on the waves crashing around him he 
made progress –once he took his eyes off Jesus he began to sink. 
 

May I run the race before me Strong and brave to face the foe 
Looking only unto Jesus as I onward go. 

 

Beautiful words and challenging words .Our families and neighbours; our communities, 
our county, our country, our world desperately need us to show an example of living well 
together at this time-as we asked in our prayers to be ready to condemn what is wrong 
and uphold what is right. Or in the often quoted but not so easy to follow words of the 
prophet Micah, ‘To act justly to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God’ 
If we can make Kate’s words our ‘New Year’ prayer they will help us to do just that. Amen   
 

HYMN MP 302 – I want to walk with Jesus Christ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nB9tJGdIMwQ   
 

I want to walk with Jesus Christ, all the days I live of this life on earth; 
to give to Him complete control of body and of soul. 

 

Follow Him, follow Him, yield your life to Him - He has conquered death, He is King of 
kings; 

Accept the joy which He gives to those who yield their lives to Him. 
 

I want to learn to speak to Him, to pray to Him, confess my sin, 
To open my life and let Him in, for joy will then be mine. 

 

I want to learn to speak of Him – my life must show that He lives in me; 
My deeds, my thoughts, my words must speak all of His love for me. 

 

I want to learn to read His word, for this is how I know the way 
To live my life as pleases Him, in holiness and joy. 

 

O Holy Spirit of the Lord, enter now into this heart of mine; 
Take full control of my selfish will and make me wholly Thine! 

                                                                                                                   (C. Simmonds) 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nB9tJGdIMwQ


PRAYERS FOR OTHERS  
Loving God we bring before you the many needs of our world at this time. 
Where there is conflict we pray for reconciliation and peace- Between nations and races, 
where there is oppression and abuse of power we pray for reconciliation and peace ………  
We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith who don’t have the same freedom 
for worship that we usually do-a freedom that we have perhaps appreciated more due to 
the Covid restrictions………………… 
On this first Sunday of a new church year within the Methodist Church we pray especially 
for those who have begun ministry for the first time-those who have moved circuits and 
the circuits they have left and those who have retired. 
In these strange times we pray that they may be very conscious of your love, your peace 
and your strength…………….. 
We pray for our country at this time, for all our members of Parliament facing many 
different challenges –for all pupils and staff starting back at school or college this week 
and soon at university. We pray for your protection, wisdom and peace at this very 
difficult time…………………… 
We pray for our communities and members of our church family especially remembering 
any who have particular needs at this time. May they know your comfort peace and 
strength…………………….. 
And we pray for ourselves-thank you that each of us is special to you-you know our 
hopes and our fears our joys and our sorrows at this time. As we move into a new church 
year may we rejoice to know that 
Best of all is God is with us……………………….Amen 
 

LORDS PRAYER  
 

HYMN MP 428 – Lord for the years Your love has kept and guided…….we bring our 

thanks today         https://youtu.be/MkTrFQLy6js 
 

(Same as last week but seemed so appropriate to the theme and the new church year.) 
 

Lord, for the years Your love has kept and guided, urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 
 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 

Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: Lord of the word, receive Your people’s praise. 
 

Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt You, loveless in strength and comfortless in pain, 

Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without You: Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us – self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 

Past put behind us, for the future take us: Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 
  

BLESSING  
May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us closer to Him, each other and those around us, 
the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen us in his service; and the joy of the Lord Jesus fill 
our hearts during these strange times and always. Amen 
 

GRACE.           CCLI 29967 

https://youtu.be/MkTrFQLy6js

