
HOW MC & KSAT Worship Service 23 May 2021 
                   Theme : Pentecost  
thanks to David Thackray. 
Welcome
A very warm welcome to you all for this time of worship.  Fifty days ago 
Christians celebrated Jesus being risen from the dead.
JESUS IS ALIVE, and seen by his chosen followers.  10 days ago those 
same followers saw him return to God the Father on Ascension Day.  On 
that day Jesus promised that he would be with us always, for ever and 
ever.  That presence would be in the power of his Holy Spirit.  
More of this later!
OPENING PRAYER:
As we meet to worship, praise and bring our adoration to you Almighty 
Father we know your power is beyond our wildest imagination.  We are 
in awe, you are amazing.  You are intimately aware of everything in your 
creation from the smallest to the greatest.  And yet, and yet you choose 
us to be your friends.
You know how weak we are and when we tell you how sorry we are for 
failing you daily you are so gracious with us.  We can never deserve the 
love you show to us day by day.  You forgive us everything so long as 
we remain faithful in trusting in your son Jesus for all he has done, and 
when we stray from that love you will come looking for us.  What a 
wonderful forgiving love.  
We bring our worship to you and ask you to bless us with the continuing 
presence of your Holy Spirit during this time when we seek your face in 
humble adoration.
We ask this through your beloved son Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour 
and in his wonderful name we pray.     Amen
THEME:
It is Pentecost today which means it’s the day we celebrate the promised 
gift of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus promised that after he had returned to the 
Father at his ascension he would send the Holy Spirit, his spirit, the 
Father’s spirit, to his disciples and close followers.  That same gift of the 
Holy Spirit is promised to all believers.  What did that mean then and 
what does it mean now to us?  To set this out biblically I have chosen 
three New Testament readings but have not followed the lectionary 
readings for today except for part of Acts 2 v1-21. 
HYMN MP 647 “The head that once was crowned with thorns”
https://youtu.be/Aw2U_sf02II
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The head that once was crowned with thorns is crowned with glory now
A royal diadem adorns the mighty victor’s brow.
         The highest place that heaven affords is his by sovereign right
         The King of Kings and Lord of Lords he reigns in perfect light.

The joy of all who dwell above, the joy of all below
To whom he manifests his love and grants his name to know.
         To them the cross with all its shame with all its grace is given
         Their name an everlasting name their joy the joy of heaven.
They suffer with their Lord below, they reign with him above
Their profit and their joy to know the mystery of his love.
          The cross he bore is life and health though shame and death to him
          His peoples’ hope his peoples’ wealth their everlasting theme.
NEW TESTAMENT READINGS
The three readings chosen are:
Luke 24 v44-49, Acts 1 v1-11 and Acts 2 1-12.
I have a short introduction to each reading.
Introduction to Luke 24 v44-49
The two disciples Jesus met on the Emmaus road had returned to 
Jerusalem to tell the eleven disciples and those with them what had 
happened to them.  They told how Jesus opened the scriptures to them 
and how they had only recognised him when he broke bread after they 
had invited him in to eat with them.
This is what happened next after Jesus had appeared to the frightened 
disciples and followers on Easter day evening.  
Luke 24 v44-49
“He said to them, this is what I told you while I was still with you.  
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the law of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms.  Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the scriptures.  He told them this is what is written the 
Messiah will suffer and arise from the dead on the third day and 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  I am 
going to send you what my Father has promised, but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.”
Introduction to Acts 1 v1-11
Then Jesus took them into the area around Bethany and he blessed them 
and then………we will hear what happened next from Luke’s second 
book – the Acts of the Apostles.
It’s an amazing read.
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Acts 1 v1-11
“In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the Apostles he had chosen.  After 
his suffering he presented himself to them and gave them convincing 
proofs that he was alive.  He appeared to them over a period of 40 days 
and spoke about the Kingdom of God.  On one occasion while he was 
eating with them he gave them this command:  “Do not leave Jerusalem 
but wait for the gift my Father promised which you have heard me speak 
about.  For John baptised with water but in a few days you will be 
baptised with the Holy Spirit.”  Then they gathered around and asked 
him, “Lord are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
He said to them:  “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judah and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”  After he said this he 
was taken up before their very eyes and a cloud hid him from their sight.
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  “Men of Galilee,” 
they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus 
who has been taken from you into heaven will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
Introduction to Acts 2 v 1-12
The disciples still hadn’t got the message of what was happening.  The 
last question they asked Jesus was, “Are you going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”  Jesus just repeated that they would receive the 
power to go out and be his witnesses to the ends of the earth, then he was 
gone.  But the men in white promised Jesus’ eventual return.  So they 
went back to Jerusalem and waited as Jesus had said.  
And wasn’t it worth waiting for!
Acts 2 v 1-12
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together, in one place.  
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 
them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  Now there were staying in 
Jerusalem God fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  When they 
heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment because each 
one heard their own language being spoken.  Utterly amazed, they asked, 
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“aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each 
one of us hears them in our native language?  Parthians, Medes and 
Elamites, residents of Mesopotamia, Judah and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene, 
visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans and 
Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 
tongues!”  Amazed and perplexed they asked one another, “what does 
this mean?” 
So they received and understood the clearest of messages that they and 
we have a faithful God who always keeps his promises.
HYMN MP 691 “This is the day”
https://youtu.be/GuVZOzUx0No

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has 
made
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord hath made.

This is the day, this is the day when he rose again, when he rose again
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it
This is the day when he rose again, we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day when he rose again.

This is the day, this is the day when the Spirit came, when the Spirit 
came
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day when the Spirit came, we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day when the Spirit came.
SERMON
I have four main points.
1. God’s perfect timing
Jesus gave his disciples a mission – go to all nations preach repentance 
and forgiveness of sins in Jesus name.  He told them that they are his 
witnesses, that he would be with them.  They had no idea how this could 
be, but in faith they went back to Jerusalem and actively waited in prayer 
and preparation.  They didn’t just hang around aimlessly waiting.  Then 
10 days after Jesus had returned to the Father the Holy Spirit came in 
power.
They spoke in languages not learnt.  They spoke in the native languages 
of all those gathered in Jerusalem for the Feast of the Harvests.   It was 
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amazing.
He will do the same for us, he will equip us to do his work in a way far 
beyond our ordinary powers.  He will give us special powers – gifts – to 
use for his purposes at the point of need.  Sometimes he will send us 
away to have a rethink if our plans do not coincide with his.  And we 
must listen.
2. Through the Holy Spirit doubt gives way to strength of purpose
Do you know that it is OK to doubt?  Well Jesus knew that even up to the 
point of his ascension some of his closest followers, his disciples, still 
had doubts.  They did not understand what was happening.  They could 
not believe that they could have the power Jesus had promised to do 
more than he had done.  
Matthew wrote about it in his book in Ch 28 v16-20.  Even when Jesus 
was giving his disciples their great commission and his promise to be 
with them to the end of the age – some doubted.  But then when the Holy 
Spirit came those doubts gave way to such a strength of purpose.  
Certainty instead of doubt.  Sometimes it can be so hard for us.   Bad 
things happen to us and others.  And that is exactly when we can call on 
the Holy Spirit to help us through.  Believe this:  - do not worry if you 
have doubts.  Do not worry if people try to tell you that belief in Jesus 
and the power of the Holy Spirit is a waste of time.  Whether you are 
young or old Jesus wants to use you.  He uses people like us to continue 
to spread the good news that he is alive and that we are to go out to tell 
others in his power.
3.  Really knowing the Holy Spirit
For some knowing the Holy Spirit goes no further than head knowledge.  
He is part of the three persons we call God.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
It’s an intellectual thing.  It’s head knowledge.  But don’t expect 
anything to happen!  
For others, knowing the Holy Spirit is knowing the presence of the Holy 
Spirit within them.  Within you.  Within me.  Knowing it’s Jesus keeping 
the promise he made – I will be with you always – for ever – and ever.  
When we have this knowledge of his presence in and with us we will let 
him use us.  We will let his words flow like streams of living water.  We 
will let him give each one of us the gifts he says we need and the way of 
life which shows that we are his.
But there is something we have to do.  
4.  Letting the Holy Spirit indwell us
Do not be afraid to let him in.  We might have to wait for him to make 
his presence felt.  We might have to wait for his perfect timing.  We 
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might still have worries and doubts.  But when he comes he will equip us 
in the way he wants and we will know his presence in us and with us.     
Amen
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS:
Father we bring to you our prayers for your world and all your creation.  
We bring to you all the people who are suffering through the Covid19 
wherever they are throughout your world and we ask that you would 
bring your comfort to them.  And we ask that you would so motivate all 
the nations that have more than enough vaccination supplies to provide 
for those who have so few or even no supplies.
And Father we bring to you all those nations where people suffer through 
famine, through natural disasters and through conflicts between peoples.  
Father we ask your comfort for them.   And we ask that you would so 
bring your presence to bear on the leaders of nations to follow your will 
and provide for all those who suffer in whatever way.
Father we bring our own country, we thank you for our Queen.  We 
thank you that even during this time of such sadness, the death of her 
husband, that she continues to fulfil the duties she has promised to fulfil 
in church and state.  
Father we bring our own churches in this area.  Father we ask that you 
would bring us closer together so that we are stronger and more able to 
bring your word to all people which is what Jesus’ instruction was to his 
disciples and to us.  
In a time of silence we bring those people and situations closest to our 
hearts to you…………………………………. In Jesus name Amen

HYMN MP 525 “O Thou who camest from above”
https://youtu.be/GuVZOzUx0No

O Thou who camest from above the pure, celestial fire to impart
Kindle a flame of sacred love on the mean alter of my heart

There let it for Thy glory burn, with inextinguishable blaze
And trembling to its source return in humble love and fervent praise

Jesus confirm my heart’s desire to work and speak and think for Thee
Still let me guard the holy fire and still stir up Thy gift in me

Ready for all Thy perfect will my acts of faith and love repeat
Till death Thine endless mercies seal and make the sacrifice complete.

CLOSING PRAYER:
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Father, we thank you for being with us today at this time through the 
power of your Holy Spirit.  Father give us the strength to do your will in 
all circumstances not in our own strength but in yours.  In the name of 
Jesus we pray.      Amen
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