
KSAT Worship Service for Sunday – 26thth July 2020 

THEME – ‘Staying close to God’ 
 

Thanks to Penny Hilland for this week‟s service. 
 

God is calling us to Him. 
 

Wherever we are as we read these words, and whatever the time of day,it is for you at this 

moment, we are invited into the presence of the Lord, to spend time speaking and listening 

with Him.  Are we ready to hear His voice in the Scriptures and to hear again about God‟s 

Kingdom? Are we ready to open our hearts before Him and see his Kingdom all around us 

and within us? 
 

God is here with us.  Let us come together as one and worship the living God.   Amen.  

Hymn: O for a heart to praise my Godhttps://youtu.be/486J9FQPkxk 

O for a heart to praise my God, a heart from sin set free, 

A heart that‟s sprinkled with Thy blood so freely shed for me. 
 

A heart resigned, submissive, meek, my dear Redeemer‟s throne; 

Where only Christ is heard to speak, where Jesus reigns alone. 
 

A heart in every thought renewed, and full of love divine; 

Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, a copy, Lord, of Thine. 
 

Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart; come quickly from above. 

Write Thy new name upon my heart, Thy new, best name of Love. 

 

Prayer: Almighty and everlasting God, we are forever grateful that You are sovereign 

Lord over all, yesterday, today and tomorrow.  What a privilege it is to be heirs of Your 

Kingdom through the saving work of Your Son, Jesus Christ!  It has been Your delight to 

give us the Kingdom, to invite us to approach the realm where Jesus reigns as King and to 

receive Your welcome there.  We are worthy to be called Your people, only because of 

Your love for us and not through any justification of our own.   May we see You at work in 

every part of our lives, shaping us and changing us in ways that only You can do.  For all 

the good gifts of life, and for all the rich blessings of Your Kingdom, we praise You, 

Lord.Amen. 

Reading:  1 Kings 3: 5-12.  Solomon’s great wisdom. 

That night the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream, and God said, „What do you want?  

Ask, and I will give it to you!‟ 
 

Solomon replied, „You showed great and faithful love to Your servant my father, David, 

because he was honest and true and faithful to You.  And You have continued to show this 

great and faithful love to him today by giving him a son to sit on his throne.  
 

Now, O Lord my God, You have made me king instead of my father, David, but I am like a 

little child who doesn‟t know his way around.  And here I am in the midst of Your own 

chosen people, a nation so great and numerousthey cannot be counted!  Give me an 

understanding heart so that I can govern Your people well and know the difference 

between right and wrong. For who by himself is able to govern this great people of Yours?‟ 

https://youtu.be/486J9FQPkxk


The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wisdom.  So God replied, „Because you 

have asked for wisdom in governing My people with justice and have not asked for a long 

life or wealth or the death of your enemies – I will give you what you asked for!  I will give 

you a wise and understanding heart such as no-one else has had or ever will have!‟ 

Some reflections 

My thoughts on this passage from 1 Kings take me back 50 years.  My brother had two 

school terms to fill between leaving school and taking up his place at Cambridge University 

to study Theology.  He spent that time teaching at The Pilgrim‟s School, Winchester: the 

cathedral choir school.  I remember going to visit him and staying in a B&B in the 

Cathedral Close, called „The Eclipse Inn.‟  The sun there must have been permanently 

eclipsed – my room was perishingly cold!   Apart from the stunning cathedral, which boasts 

the longest nave in the country, I vividly remember the imposing statue in the centre of the 

town of a mighty warrior king.  The inscription simply said: AELFRED.  Nothing else was 

needed!  Here stood a king… in the heart of Winchester, capital of his native Wessex, and 

later of England… who has gone down in history as Alfred the Great.  With good reason!  

He was „great‟ because he set a new pattern of leadership: he determined to be righteous 

in his judgements and in his rule.  Surely his statue will never be in danger of being 

defaced or pulled down!   

I became reacquainted with Alfred this year.  During lockdown I found myself engrossed in 

a Netflix series called The Last Kingdom – based on Bernard Cornwell‟s Saxon chronicles 

– and I then started to find out more about this king and his times.  He was a learned man 

who sought the path of consultation, negotiation and mercy in the face of considerable 

enemy forces.   As I began to read about Solomon, I found some obvious parallels 

between these two kings.  Both sought God‟s will through prayer as they took on the 

mantle of kingship.   Both saw their rule as a burden of duty to protect and prosper their 

people.  Both continued to ask for God‟s help in governing well and in making the choice 

between right and wrong action.  Both were granted understanding and wisdom, and they 

were able, with God‟s help, to pursue the goal of unity throughout their lands. Human 

wisdom is no more or less than aligning oneself with the way of God‟s will for us, for God is 

truly wise in requiring us,as we read in Micah 6, to love mercy, to act justly and to walk 

humbly with our God 

Micah has given us a definition of the Kingdom that seems simple enough.  However, to 

make a stand for God‟s way against the ways of the world takes faith and courage.   It 

carries the personal risk of being thought weak and unrealistic.It brings opposition forces 

against us.   The ideas of obedience and humility do not sit well with society today any 

more than they did in the first millennia before and after Christ.   Yet the faithfulness of 

Solomon and Alfred to Godbrought great blessings on them and on their people.   We 

learn from these kings that when we stay close to God in all our dealings with one another, 

we should expect things to happen!  God releases the power of His kingdom like a burst of 

life, bringing new hope into a troubled world.   

 



Jesus showed us the way of the Kingdom in His earthly life and it led to His brutal death on 

the cross.  He didn‟t „fit‟ the ways of the world and He was seen as not just weak, but a 

„nobody‟ when He hung on the cross.  His ministry was surely over and lost to history.  Of 

course, to those of us who meet Him still, day by day, and stay close to Him, we know that 

we are in the presence of the King of Kings, risen and glorified, and we know that His 

kingdom is not of this world.  He has opened the gates of His eternal Kingdom to us and 

within its gates are the countless blessings of God.   

We know this and yet even the best of us, even Solomon, have strayed from You 

and suffered from separating ourselves from You.  As we recall our thoughts and 

actions over the past week, let’s make our confession to God our heavenly Father: 

Prayer: Lord, we turn to You now, kneeling before the throne of grace, and confess that 

we have found it hard to follow the path that Jesus has set before us.  We have not 

listened to His voice and taken hold of the guiding hand of Your Spirit.  Instead we have 

taken Your good gifts for granted and gone our own way like the prodigal son.  Forgive our 

thoughtlessness, our selfishness and our failures of love for You and for one another.  We 

want to stay close to You and learn to care for one another as Jesus cares for us.  We 

come to You now, secure in the promise of Jesus to all who confess their sins and resolve 

to lead a new life that our sins are forgiven, and safe in the welcome of our heavenly 

Father who takes us back into His embrace and rejoices over our return. Thank You, 

Father God, for Your ever-faithful love that longs for us to be with You.Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: Lord for the years Your love has kept and guided…….we bring our thanks 

todayhttps://youtu.be/MkTrFQLy6js 

 

Lord, for the years Your love has kept and guided, urged and inspired us, cheered us on 

our way, 

Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: Lord of the years, we bring our thanks 

today. 

 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, speaks to our hearts and sets our souls 

ablaze, 

Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: Lord of the word, receive Your people‟s 

praise. 

 

Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt You, loveless in strength and comfortless 

in pain, 

Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without You: Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may 

reign. 

 

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us – self on the cross and Christ upon the 

throne, 

Past put behind us, for the future take us: Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

 

https://youtu.be/MkTrFQLy6js


We now turn to listen to Jesus who, in Matthew’s gospel, tells us some of the great 

blessings of the Kingdom that God longs to bestow upon those who hear and 

respond. 

Reading – Matthew 13: 31-33 and 44-52 

Here is another illustration Jesus used:  “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed 

planted in a field.  It is the smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of garden 

plants; it grows into a tree, and birds come and make nests in its branches.” 

Jesus also used this illustration:  “The Kingdom of Heaven is like the yeast a woman used 

in making bread.  Even though she put only a little yeast in three measures of flour, it 

permeated every part of the dough.” 

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field.  In his 

excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the 

field.” 

“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls.  When 

he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned, and bought it!” 

Some more reflections 

The parables of the tiny seed and the few grains of yeast tell us that the Kingdom of God 

starts small and when the conditions are right it grows and grows.  In fact we cannot see 

the yeast in the dough, or the tree in the seed, but we see the effects, and those effects 

are dramatic, wide-ranging and very good.  The bread and the tree nourish and sustain 

life.  Every little deed of kindness and love contributes to the wonderful gifts that the 

Kingdom holds in store for us.  We should not be disheartened if it appears that the reality 

of the Kingdom is not obvious to us at first glance, or that our own small efforts seem 

inconsequential.  They aren‟t!  We can be so encouraged by Jesus here! 

This leads on to the parable of the hidden treasure.  Jesus is saying to us that the rule or 

will of God is accessible to those who seek it. Those who are not willing to seek it will not 

find it.  Again we remember how Solomon and Alfred sought God before all else and, like 

them, we should understand that God‟s Kingdom is worth more to us than everything else 

we own.  I love the inclusion of those words: in his excitement (he kept it safe until he had 

sold everything to buy the field….).   Life with God, staying forever close to God, is to 

discover greater joy than anything the world has on offer for us.  

The pearl combines all these images.  It is so small and yet, in the time of Jesus, it was the 

most valuable of precious stones – even more valuable than gold.  It seems to say that we 

can‟t put an earthly value on the Kingdom, and yet Jesus shows us over and over again 

that God offers all of it, all of His love and blessing, to us for free.   God simply wants us to 

stay close to Him, so that we can share our life with Him for ever. 

You are probably thinking it‟s easier said than done!  As a final thought, I went back to the 

Solomon‟s greatest achievement, the building of the lavish temple with its great pillars, the 

place where God dwelt among us.  And yet those pillars eventually fell.  The temple was 



not the Kingdom, any more than our churches and cathedrals today.  Nor is the church, as 

the people of God, the Kingdom.  Both are signs of the Kingdom to come, but it is not yet 

complete.  It is up to us to see that it continues to grow … to be the yeast in the dough that 

one day will permeate the whole.  I read a story from „A Saint on Every Corner‟ by Albert 

Holst.  On a visit to a church in Dieppe he noticed that the columns near the altar were 

perfectly smooth cylinders, but when he turned around to look out into the nave of the 

church, he found that the rest of the pillars were different.  They were 12 sided pillars with 

a dozen flat facets running top to bottom.  He discovered that they were all meant to be 

rounded smoothly but they ran short of cash and left them unfinished. It occurred to him 

that here was an unfinished church….and that the church on earth will always be 

unfinished.  This is because we human beings are perpetually unfinished ourselves.  We 

have always more to learn, more to accomplish, more to become.  It is this that sets us 

apart from other living things.  It is this that keeps us praying, keeps us close to God, 

childlike, heading in the right direction until God completes our story by making us finished. 

Wherever there is that „unfinished-ness,‟ there is the call to the kingdom:  in the kitchen, in 

the office, in the hospital room, in lockdown, in the street.  It is in the experience of our 

cares and trials, problems, shortcomings and fears that God wants to meet us. Let‟s take 

heart! 

Let’s pray for our imperfect world and bring our concerns to God: 

Dear Lord, You took so much care to describe Your kingdom in ways everyone could 

understand, including us.  We pray that You would pass on to us that gift of making 

ourselves accessible.  Keep us from being a stumbling block to those who would seek 

You: from using language that puzzles; from actions that confuse; from any complacency 

that keeps us apart from Your people around us.  

Make us light for Your Kingdom in the world. 

Lord, grant us wisdom and courage to seek and to carry out Your will in the situations we 

are facing……………………………………………. 

Make us mindful of the needs of our friends, family and neighbours in these difficult times.  

We pray for those who are struggling to keep their businesses going, for those who are 

having to make significant changes to the way they work, and for our country as we strive 

to recover from the personal and economic effects of Covid-19.  May we pull together as a 

nation and use the resources within ourselves to build the future.  Show us the possibilities 

of Your kingdom in every seed that we plant.   

We pray for the leaders of the nations in the decisions they need to make to safeguard 

their people at this time.  May they look to You for guidance and work through the 

channels of humility, sharing of information, and mercy.  We pray for the success of the 

scientists who are working so quickly to develop a vaccine which will help to protect the 

world from the coronavirus threat, and we give thanks for them and for their expertise and 

dedication to the task before them.  Lord, we have so much to learn from our frailties.  

When we look in the wrong places for the things that are truly valuable, point us to Jesus 

and set us on His path.For we know that in Him alone is the gift of life. 



There are people we know, Lord, who are on our hearts today and, as You have asked us 

to do, we bring our concerns to You, the source of all help, healing and comfort.  Some are 

feeling particularly alone, some are unwell, some are anxious and 

afraid.…………………………………………………………………. 
 

To all who are suffering, and all who minister to them, may they be given the grace of 

perseverance and hope. 
 

Jesus said, “Follow me.” We offer these prayers for His name‟s sake. 
 

Make us light for Your Kingdom, Jesus, our Lord and our Saviour.  Amen. 

 

The hymn I have chosen for the end of this service has special resonance for me.  Stewart 

and I taught at the British expatriate school in Singapore for twenty years.  It was a large 

school, which also managed to be a close-knit family community.  The last assembly 

before every summer break was always poignant.  Nearly everyone would set off for the 

airport and we would disperse all over the world. I watch the Sunrise was always the last 

song we sang together and the prayer was palpable: that God would be with each one of 

us until we came together again. It seems appropriate for us as we look forward to 

worshipping together once more…. and to the day when the Kingdom comes. 

Hymn:  I watch the sunrisehttps://youtu.be/vm-A5NlkI8U 

I watch the sunrise lighting the sky, casting its shadows near. 

And on this morning bright though it be, I feel those shadows near me 
 

But You are always close to me following all my ways. 

May I be always close to You following all Your ways, Lord. 
 

I watch the sunlight shine through the clouds, warming the earth below. 

And at the mid-day, life seems to say: “I feel Your presence near me.” 

For You are always close to me………………….. 
 

I watch the sunset fading away, lighting the clouds with sleep. 

And as the evening closes its eyes, I feel Your presence near me. 

For You are always close to me…………. 
 

I watch the moonlight guarding the night, waiting till morning comes. 

The air is silent, earth is at rest – only Your peace is near me. 
 

For You are always close to me, following all my ways. 

May I be always close to You, following all Your ways, Lord. Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer: May the Lord of peace Himself give us peace at all times, wherever 

we may be.   The Lord be with us all.  Amen. 

 

https://youtu.be/vm-A5NlkI8U

