
KSAT Worship Service for Sunday – 25th October 2020 

THEME – ‘I call you by your name’ 
 

Thank you to Douglas Birkbeck for this week’s service, which is based on the Old Testament 
reading for 18th October. 
 

Call to Worship – Psalm 145 v 17-18 
‘The LORD is just in all His waysand kind in all His doings.The LORD is near to all who call upon 
Him, to all who call on Him in truth.’ 
Wherever we are, let us worship Him together. 
 

Hymn MP 564 – Praise to the Lord, the 
Almightyhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSpYz-Y6gq4 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; praise Him in glad adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 

Hast thou not seen? All that is needful hath been granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, if with His love He befriend thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord!O, let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him; 

Let the Amen sound from His people again; gladly for aye we adore Him. 
 

Prayer 
Gracious God and Father, creator of all things, we thank You for the gift of life; for the wonder of 
the world in which You have placed us and for all the blessings You so freely grant us, Your 
children. 
Forgive us, that, too often, we take Your gifts for granted and think so little of the Giver. Help us 
to recognise Your hand in the ordinary things of life and never be ungrateful for food, clothing, 
work and recreation, health and home, family and friends. 
Help us to remember all that You have done for us in the inner life of the Spirit and, above all, to 
thank You for the great mercies and promises You have given us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Make us mindful of Your presence with us in this time of worship, that we may draw near to You 
with humble hearts, and offer thoughts and praises acceptable in Your sight. 
And, as we move on into the future, may we live from day to day in the knowledge of Your love 
and goodness, giving thanks always for all things, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord   Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 45 v 1, 4-5 
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped,to subdue 
nations before himand ungird the loins of kings,to open doors before himthat gates may not be 
closed ….. 
… For the sake of my servant Jacob,and Israel my chosen,I call you by your name,I summon 
you, though you do not know me. I am the LORD, and there is no other,besides me there is no 
God. 



Hymn MP 459 – Master speak! Thy servant 
hearethhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miWHJKLnh7Y 
Or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5INNuqvNfpU 
 

(note first line in second verse – ‘Speak to me by name O Master …) 
 

Master, speak! Thy servant heareth, waiting for Thy gracious word, 
Longing for Thy voice that cheereth;Master! let it now be heard. 

I am listening, Lord, for Thee:What hast Thou to say to me? 
 

Speak to me by name, O Master, let me know it is to me; 
Speak, that I may follow faster, with a step more firm and free, 
Where the Shepherd leads the flock, in the shadow of the rock. 

 

Master, speak! Though least and lowest, let me not unheard depart; 
Master, speak! For O, Thou knowest all the yearning of my heart, 

Knowest all its truest need: speak! and make me blest indeed. 
 

Master, speak! and make me ready, when Thy voice is truly heard, 
With obedience glad and steady, still to follow every word. 

I am listening, Lord, for Thee:Master, speak! O, speak to me! 
 

New Testament Reading – John 10 v 1-4 
 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs in by 
another way, that man is a thief and a robber; but he who enters by the door is the shepherd of 
the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the 
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 
 

Reflection – “I call you by your name” 
 

Have you thought how often these days we need a number to be identified?! We have a National 
Insurance number, a number for our bank account, customer numbers for the companies which 
supply us with electricity, gas and water, credit or debit card numbers …. and so on. To be known 
by a number, may no doubt be adequate, but how much nicer to be known by name! 
 

There was once a survey being conducted of households in a certain area. The interviewer called 
at one house, where the door was opened by a busy-looking housewife. Among the questions 
she was asked was, ‘How many children do you have?’ ‘Well’, replied the woman, ‘There’s tom 
and Susan and ….’ ‘I don’t need to know their names’, interrupted the questioner, ‘I only need the 
number’. The woman drew herself up to her full height, looked annoyed and said firmly, ‘My 
children don’t have numbers; they have names!’ 
 

To know someone by name makes the relationship more friendly, more personal. Sometimes, 
when two strangers meet each other, the first words one might speak are, ‘Hello. My name is …’ 
In our hospitals, the staff now very often call patients by their preferred Christian name. One 
piece of advice often given to a newly-qualified teacher is, ‘Get to know their (the pupils’) names’! 
In the Bible, the term ‘name’ can mean the whole personality or character of someone. It is not 
just a ‘label’. When in the Lord’s Prayer, we say ‘Hallowed be Thy Name’ we are referring to the 
whole of God’s being – His nature and His characteristics. In our reading from the book of Isaiah, 
we see how God regarded Cyrus, the Persian ruler, who was not a believer in the Hebrew God, 
but who had done much to befriend and free the Jews, who had been in exile. God knew Cyrus 
by name and wanted to make him a friend. 



 
Jesus, also, knew the importance of this personal relationship. Referring to the work of a 
shepherd, he said, ‘…the sheep hear his voice and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out’. And, in the Resurrection story, there is that wonderful moment when the risen Jesus 
meets the bewildered friend and utters just one word, ‘Mary!’ 
 

There are over six billion people in the world; yet we are each one precious to God. He wants to 
be close to us. The Christian faith is not a mere set of beliefs or principles, but a personal 
relationship with the One who knows us by name and know us as friends. Do we wish to return 
His friendship? There are many ways in which we can. 
 

I once came across a rather touching story of a shabby old man, who lived on his own and didn’t 
seem to have any family or friends. Every day, about noon, he went into a nearby church, stayed 
for a few minutes and then departed. One day, the caretaker of the church, having seen the old 
man from time to time, asked him why he went there every day. Did he go to pray? ‘Well’, was 
the reply, ‘It’s quiet in there and I’m not much good at praying. I keep still for a while and just say, 
“Jesus. It’s Jim”’ 
There came a time when Jim had to go into hospital. The nursing staff noticed that no-one ever 
visited him; the chair at the side of his bed was always empty. At last, one of the nursed asked 
him, ‘Do you not feel lonely? No-one ever comes to visit you’. ‘No’, replied the old man, ‘I’m not 
lonely. Every day I have a visitor. He comes about mid-day, stands beside my bed, gives me a 
friendly smile and says, “Jim. It’s Jesus”’! 
 

In these times of stress and uncertainty, the Christian can surely take heart in the assurance that 
there is One who knows us by name and will always be there for us.     Amen. 
 

Hymn MP 115 – Do not be afraidhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91qJPW6pXPw 
 

Do Not Be Afraid, For I Have Redeemed You. 
I Have Called You By Your Name; You Are Mine. 

 

When you walk through the waters I’ll be with you, you will never have to sink beneath the waves. 
 

When the fire is burning all around you, you will never be consumed by the flames. 
 

When the fear of loneliness is looming, then remember I am at your side. 
 

(When you dwell In the exile of a stranger, remember you are precious in my eyes.) 
 

You are Mine, O My child; I am your Father, and I love you with a perfect love. 
 
 

 
 



Prayers of Intercession 
Merciful Lord, we pray for those we know who are suffering or troubled in any way. If it be Your 
will, we pray that those with illness will find healing and restored health; but if it be that their 
suffering continue, may they receive strength and care which will ease their pain. Grant to those 
who are troubled or anxious a lightening of their burden and the blessing of a mind at peace. 
We remember all these in a moment of silence ………….. 
 

We pray for the elderly who are suffering health problems and those afflicted by loneliness, when 
they lack companionship. May they receive help from others who come alongside to offer 
friendship and support. 
 

We pray for children and young people, that in these uncertain days, they may receive the help 
and guidance which they need and that their education may be assured. Grant that as they learn 
more about the world around them, they may learn more of Your love and care for them. 
We pray for countries where poverty, disease, unrest and corrupt governments prevent them 
from prospering. Please raise up wise and honest leaders, whose actions will bring benefits to all 
their people. 
 

We pray for all, including members of the Christian Church, who give their time and energy in the 
service of those who are in need. May they find strength in Your presence with them and the 
assurance that, in their work of compassion, they are doing Your will.   Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn MP 359 – Jesus calls us; o’er the 
tumulthttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyvpULYBKdU 

Jesus calls us; o'er the tumultof our life's wild, restless sea, 
Day by day His voice is sounding,saying, "Christian, follow me;" 

 

As, of old, apostles heard itby the Galilean lake, 
Turned from home and toil and kindred,leaving all for His dear sake. 

 

Jesus calls us from the worshipof the vain world's golden store; 
From each idol that would keep us,saying, "Christian, love me more." 

 

In our joys and in our sorrows,days of toil and hours of ease, 
Still He calls, in cares and pleasures,"Christian, love Me more than these." 

 

Jesus calls us! By Thy mercies,Saviour, may we hear Thy call, 
Give our hearts to Thine obedience,serve and love Thee best of all. 

 

Benediction 
Now, O Father, may Your gracious blessing be with us all; may Your truth direct our minds; Your 
love possess our hearts and Your peace rest on our spirits. Amen 


