
KSAT Worship Service for Sunday – 27th September 2020 

THEME – “Perseverance and Hope!” 

Welcome – Welcome to all to this service – we may be in different locations but we are one in 
our Lord Jesus and worship Him together. May God bless us today and give us strength and 
grace to persevere. 
 

Call to worship 
The Lord our God is great and to be highly praised.  We come to worship 
The Lord our God is great beyond our understanding.  We come to worship 
The Lord our God is loving and full of mercy.   We come to worship 
Amen. 
 

Psalm 145 v 1-9 
I will exalt You, my God the King!I will praise Your name for ever and ever.Every day I will 
praise Youand extol Your name for ever and ever.Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 
His greatness no one can fathom.One generation commends Your works to another; they tell of 
Your mighty acts.They speak of the glorious splendour of Your majesty – and I will meditate on 
Your wonderful works!They tell of the power of Your awesome works— and I will proclaim Your 
great deeds.They celebrate Your abundant goodnessand joyfully sing of Your 
righteousness.The LORD is gracious and compassionate;slow to anger and rich in 
love.The LORD is good to all; He has compassion on all He has made! 
 

Prayer of Approach 
Lord God, of all that has been, all that is and all that will be, we have all been born and one day 
we all will die; but today is a day when all of us are here – here to worship and praise You. 
Accept, O God, all that we bring and all that we offer, in the name of Christ Jesus.     Amen 
 

Hymn H&P 19– With gladness we 
worshiphttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyQSVLECoG4 
 

With gladness we worship, rejoice as we sing, 
Free hearts and free voices, how blessèd to bring! 

The old thankful story shall seek Thine abode, 
Thou King of all glory, most bountiful God! 

 

Thy right would we give Thee, true homage Thy due, 
And honour eternal, the universe through: 

With all Thy creation, earth, heaven and sea, 
In one acclamation we celebrate Thee. 

 

Renewed by Thy Spirit, redeemed by Thy Son, 
Thy children revere Thee for all Thou hast done: 

O Father, returning to love and to light, 
Thy children are yearning to praise Thee aright. 

 

We join with the angels, and so there is given, 
From earth, Alleluia, in answer to Heaven. 
Amen! Be Thou glorious below and above, 
Redeeming, victorious, and infinite Love! 

 

Prayer of Adoration 
We praise You, Lord, for all that You are, for the creation that is Yours, for its beauty and 
wonder, its diversity and richness. We praise You for Your presence and comfort that clothe us 
in Your purity and enrich us with Your abundance. We praise You for Your steadfastness that 
perseveres with us, faltering disciples and failing followers. We praise You that, day by day, You 
amaze and enrich us and reveal Yourself in new and unexpected ways. We praise You that You 
are the same yesterday, today and for ever – and yet You are for ever new. O Lord, our God, 
You are indeed, worthy to be praised and we worship You now from the depth of our being. 
Give us, O God, a vision of Your glory, that we may worship You in spirit and in truth, 
and offer the praise of glad and thankful hearts; through Christ our Lord.    Amen 
 



Prayer of Confession 
Almighty God, we don’t always know how we got to where we are, and we don’t always know 
where we are going! We don’t always choose the right path, and we certainly don’t always 
follow it. We don’t always deal well with the struggles of life, and we don’t always give You 
thanks for the joys of life either. We don’t always think of the effects that our choices cause to 
others, near and far. Almighty God, forgive us, reassure us and strengthen us as we journey in 
faith. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord Jesus, You came into the world to save sinners: 
Lord, have mercy.   Lord have mercy 
 

We have brought sorrow and hurt to You, to others and to ourselves; 
Christ have mercy.  Christ have mercy. 
 

You give Yourself to heal and renew us, and to bring us strength; 
Lord, have mercy.   Lord have mercy 
 

May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and keep us in life eternal.  Amen 
Amen 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Hymn MP 1123 – We bow down and confess 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-mPpWUA1oE 
 

We bow down and confess, You are Lord in this place 
We bow down and confess, You are Lord in this place 

 

You are all I need; it's Your face I seek. 
In the presence of Your light, we bow down, we bow down 

 

Reading:Matthew 20 v 1-16 – The workers in the vineyard 
 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner, who went out, early in the morning, to hire 
workers for his vineyard.  He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his 
vineyard.  “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace 
doing nothing.  He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever 
is right.’  So they went. 
He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing.  About 
five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why 
have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’‘Because no one has hired us,’ they 
answered.“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 
The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. So 
when those came, who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them 
also received a denarius.  When they received it, they began to grumble against the 
landowner.  ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 
But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for 
a denarius?  Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I 
gave you.  Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 
So the last will be first, and the first will be last!” 
 

Reflection 
A remarkable story – and one that would have astonished those listening to Jesus! Perhaps, 
because we know the end of the parable, we are not as shocked by the outcome as we could 
be! Jesus tells a story of a common occurrence – an owner of a vineyard trying to hire enough 
workers to bring in the harvest – but this is a story of God’s kingdom and God’s grace.  
The wage agreed was one denarius – the set wage of the day. Those hired early had the 
assurance of work and payment! Those hired later agreed to work for a ‘fair’ payment. 



And the ‘payment’, Jesus is really talking about, is our salvation and redemption – the privilege 
of working for the Father to bring about the kingdom of God, together with others, whenever 
they are called.  
Will we/ would we begrudge those who are called later in life and, yet, who receive that same 
‘wage’ – of full and free salvation? Or will we continue to work and rejoice with all who are called 
by God’s grace – knowing that, as Paul writing to the Romans reminds us, ‘The wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life’ (Rom 6v23)and that ‘While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us’ (Rom5v8). 
 

Reading: Philippians 1 v 21-30 
“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean 
fruitful labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know!  I am torn between the two: I 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I 
remain in the body.  Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you 
for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your boasting in 
Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, 
whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand 
firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel without being frightened 
in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that 
you will be saved—and that by God.For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only 
to believe in Him, but also to suffer for Him, since you are going through the same struggle you 
saw I had, and now hear that I still have.” 
 

Hymn MP 829 – For the joys and for the 
sorrowshttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1ObgIgkAC4 

For the joys and for the sorrows the best and worst of times 
For this moment, for tomorrow, for all that lies behind 

Fears that crowd around me, for the failure of my plans 
For the dreams of all I hope to be, the truth of what I am 

 

For this I have Jesus, for this I have Jesus, for this I have Jesus, I have Jesus 
 

For the tears that flow in secret in the broken times 
For the moments of elation or the troubled mind 

For all the disappointments or the sting of old regrets 
All my prayers and longings that seem unanswered yet 

 

For the weakness of my body, the burdens of each day 
For the nights of doubt and worry, when sleep has fled away 

Needing reassurance and the will to start again 
A steely-eyed endurance, the strength to fight and win 

 

Sermon 
Text: Romans 5v4-5 ‘perseverance [produces] character; and character [produces] hope! And 
hope does not disappoint us because God has poured out His love into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.’ 
 

Hope does not disappoint us! We have read Paul’s words to the church at Philippi – where Paul 
was imprisoned with Silas – and, like us, the Philippian church was facing challenging times, 
with fears of what may lie ahead, including suffering. In the midst of this, Paul’s bold assertion 
rings out, ‘For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain’ (Phil 1v21)!! Paul is so sure and certain in 
his faith in God’s love, that he is confident to follow Jesus, wherever He may lead and he urges 
the Philippians, and now us, to face the future with same unshakeable faith in Jesus Christ.  As 
a Roman prisoner, where life was cheap, mistreatment and floggings were all too real, the 
possibility of sudden death was very real. But Paul says that, for him, that would be a blessing – 
to be with his Lord Jesus Christ in glory now! Someone once said, ‘If we are not ready to die, 
we are not ready to live’. For Paul, Christ is to be exalted, whether by his life or by his death. 
A friend of ours, from Derby, used to say, ‘Hello. I am Gordon Penny, MA’! He was a man 
without a degree – but went on to explain, with a twinkle in his eye, that his MA stood for 
‘mightily assured’!  Like Paul, Gordon has that deep assurance in the love of his Saviour – and 
he lived out that faith day by day. 



Although Paul is convinced that it would be better to die and be with Christ, it is to be God’s 
choice and Paul is willing to put off that final glory in order to serve God in this world. That is his 
over-riding purpose for living – to serve Christ and to be a living example of self-sacrificial love! 
We recall Paul’s words in 1 Cor 13, ‘Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all thing. Love never ends!’ God’s unfailing love gives us the reassurance to endure! 
On our recent visit to Northumberland, we stopped off at Beamish and visited the chapel there. 
On the vestry wall, was a very old poster entitled, ‘The Wide and Narrow Road’ – and it was 
very striking. The roads both started at the bottom of the poster, but soon diverged and they 
were quite distinct – the wide one taking up a good deal of the poster, filled with people, ending 
in a picture of fire and destruction; the narrow one – almost squashed out of the picture with 
fewer people but climbing to a high place of beauty and salvation. Which road will we choose? 
Will we follow Christ and Paul? 
Paul calls on the Philippians, even in the midst of turmoil, to live lives ‘in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ’! In Jesus Christ, we are people of heaven, children of God – and we need to 
live as such. Taking the upward narrow road is an immense challenge – the world bombards us 
with many negative influences through the media and the worries of life, itself – exerting a 
downward pull on us all. And so, Paul prays for the church (including us!) for protection and 
discernment, for faith and unity, to be living witnesses, as they (and we) walk through the 
wastelands of this world! 
 

Paul recognises that the life we are called to lead is not easy and encourages the Philippians to 
persevere, to ‘stand firmin the one Spirit, striving together as one’.  He goes on to say, we need 
each other, because‘it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in Him, 
but also to suffer for Him’. I suspect that this suffering was no surprise to the Philippian 
church! They had heard Paul’s testimony and seen him beaten and imprisoned unjustly; they 
knew about the suffering of Jesus on the cross, which brings salvation; and they would, no 
doubt, expect that their own lives would also be marked by suffering – but also joy!(Phil 2v26) 
About a year ago, I was challenged by a Chinese pastor, on TV, teaching new converts about 
suffering and reflecting on Pauls word to the Thessalonians, ‘ May the Lord direct your 
hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance’. Praise God, suffering and turmoil is not 
something we have to face alone – we are secure in God’s love and empowered by His Spirit – 
God is on our side and James encourages us to ‘Let perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.’We are heirs with Christ – now suffering 
with Him, but, with perseverance, trusting in God’s love, whatever comes our way, we are 
promised that we will soon share our Saviour’s glory! Hallelujah! 
In these difficult times, can we have Paul’s utter confidence in his Lord and Saviour, his utter 
commitment that,  ‘For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain’ and, also, his absolute 
perseverance in his life of faith? 
For remember, ‘Perseverance [produces] character; and character [produces] hope!  
And hope [in the love of God] does not [and never will] disappoint us.     Amen. 

 

Hymn MP 746 – What a friend we have in Jesus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvzUQw2UA1I 
 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 

 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged—take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Saviour, still our refuge—take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession 
God of love, we pray for the life of Your church throughout the world, especially for those who 
are facing persecution and suffer for their faith ………. 
We pray for church leaders, pastoral workers, children’s and youth workers, and any others in 
positions of responsibility ………… 
We pray that each congregation will be a community of Your love and every Christian a witness 
to Your grace, especially here in …………. 
Renew us all, we pray. May we, as Your church, be a living fellowship in Your Spirit and may we 
serve our neighbourhood. 
 

Your Kingdom come; Your will be done 
 

God of mercy, we pray for the life of our world at this time of health crisis, environmental 
concerns and economic worries ……………. 
We pray for those who exercise power – for governments and leaders, for those in health and 
social services, education and justice …………………..  
Show us how to live together as members of the human family – to reject the ways of 
separation and war, to bear each other’s burdens and to work together for justice and peace. 
 

Your Kingdom come; Your will be done 
 

God of compassion, we pray for all those who are ill or anxious, at home or in hospital ……….. 
We pray for all those involved in caring for the sick, the lonely and the bereaved; for all those we 
know in nursing homes at this time and those isolating  …………… 
We pray for those filled with fear and despair, especially as a result of the pandemic …………. 
Draw near to al in need with Your saving love and bring healing and hope 
 

Your Kingdom come; Your will be done 
 

God of glory, we thank You that You are at work in our lives and in the life of our communities 
and the world. Your plans are to bring life and light and love to all and You call Your people to 
be witnesses for You. May we persevere in our faith in You and Your calling, whatever we may 
face in the days ahead. 
 

Your Kingdom come; Your will be done 
 

In the name and for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Amen 
 

Hymn MP 59 –Blessed Assurancehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuyf1YQvcwY 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture burst on my sight; 
Angels, descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Saviour am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

 

The Grace 
 


