
KSAT Worship Service for Sunday – 13th September 2020 

THEME – ‘Forgive as the Lord forgave you’ 
 

Welcome to the KSAT Circuit Service on the theme of forgiveness – a central theme in our 
Christian faith but one that is not easy to put into practice! 
 
Call to worship 
Cometo the God who created us. Come to the God who knows us.  
Come to the God who knows our weakness.  
Come to the God who loves and cherishes us beyond measure. 
Come as you are and worship God. 
 
Hymn MP 651 – The kingdom of God is justice and 
joyhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqCOqgQhFyo 
 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy; for Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
God's power and glory in Jesus we know and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

 

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; the captives are freed, the sinners find place, 
The outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share; and hope is awakened in place of despair. 

 

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
His love for us sinners brought Christ to His cross: our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 

 

God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer His call and all things cry 'Glory!' to God all in all. 

 
Prayer of Adoration 
God of love and grace beyond our telling,we bring our thanks and praise to You. We 
acknowledge that without You we are nothing,and with You we can be so much more.We are 
thankful that You care for us, and You love us beyond measure;that You have endless patience 
with us;that You teach us time and time againwhat it means to be committed to You and Your 
Way. We are thankful that You speak to us and reveal Yourself to us in many ways, inspiring 
us, encouraging us and challenging us to become the people You call us to be. 
Accept the worship of our hearts this day, speak to us through Your Word and by Your Spirit,  
and may we ever be ready to hear and respond to Your voice.Amen 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Merciful and forgiving God, You aremore willing to forgive than often we are to confess. 
Help us to see our failings,to see where we fall short,to see where we deceive ourselves – 
where we close our eyes and earsto our own wrongdoing, but are quick to condemn and 
criticise others. We ask for Your forgiveness for those times, when by our thoughts, words and 
actions, we have marred Your image. 
We come before you, seeking forgiveness for ………….  (moment of silence) 
 

Your Word tell us that ‘If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.’ 
Now let us breathe in the power of Your forgiveness,and may we breathe out that love and 
forgiveness to others. Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading:Genesis 50 v15-21 
(Joseph has been reunited with his family, his brothers and his father. Joseph has willingly accepted his 
brothers back into the family fold, but, even after 17 years living under Joseph’s protection in Egypt, they 
still seem to be unsure of their brother’s motives. How difficult it can be to accept, as well as offer, 
forgiveness!) 
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a 
grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?”  So they sent word to 
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: ‘This is what you are to say 
to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating 
you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their 
message came to him, Joseph wept. 
His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they 
said. But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?  You intended to harm 
me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many 
lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them 
and spoke kindly to them. 
 

May we be as gracious and complete in our forgiveness of others as Joseph was towards his 
brothers, who had done him such great wrong. 
 
Hymn MP 456 – Make me a channel   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2svZhZT6Pro 
 

Make me a channel of Your peace, where there is hatred, let me bring Your love 
Where there is injury, Your pardon Lord and where there's doubt, true faith in You 

 

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek, so much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul 

 

Make me a channel of Your peace, where there's despair in life, let me bring hope 
Where there is darkness, only light and where there's sadness, ever joy 

 

Make me a channel of Your peace, it is pardoning that we are pardoned 
In giving to all men that we receive and in dying that we're born to eternal life 

 

Reading:Matthew 18 v 21-28 – The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister 
who sins against me? Up to seven times?”Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times. 
“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talentswas brought to 
him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and 
all that he had be sold to repay the debt.At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be 
patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ The servant’s master took pity on 
him, cancelled the debt and let him go. 
But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 
denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 
demanded.His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will 
pay it back.’But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and 
went and told their master everything that had happened. 

Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled all that debt of 
yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I 
had on you?’ In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should 
pay back all he owed. 
This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart.” 
 



Reflection– ‘Forgive as the Lord forgave you.’ (Colossians 3 v 13) 
This must be one of the hardest callings of the Christian life! At least, I find it so – to really 
forgive those who have hurt and offended us, is not easy. Neither is it always easy to accept 
forgiveness or to forgive ourselves. 
Jesus has just been talking to the disciples about dealing with conflict between fellow believers 
(Matt18 v 15ff), which promptsPeter to ask a direct question about our forgiveness of others – 
just how far are we expected to go?The teaching of the rabbis, in Jesus’ day,was that people 
should forgive someonethree times. Peter obviously felt he had learnt something from Jesus 
about love and forgiveness, as he offers to forgive seven times – over twice what was 
expected!  
I wonder if Peter was expecting a commendation, from Jesus, as a result of his offer – ‘That’s 
wonderful, Peter – what a splendid fellow you are – and how generous, being prepared to 
forgive like that!!’ If he did, I suspect he was a bit taken back (and disappointed!) at Jesus’ 
response. ‘No, Peter’, says Jesus,‘not seven but seventy-seven’ (or seventy times seven) – 
numbers often taken to indicate infinity and eternity! In other words, Jesus says, forgive each 
other always – never keeping track of someone else’s misdemeanours – or how many times we 
need to forgive them. 
This is probably one of the hardest lessons we have to learn – and I guess we are all learning it 
– all our lives. 
In order to help the disciples (and us) get a right perspective on this matter, Jesus tells this 
parable often called ‘The unforgiving servant’. 
Jesus starts by reminding us that there will be a day of reckoning – a day when all accounts will 
have to be settled! Perhaps this is something we don’t like to think about – but again and again 
in Scripture, we are told that such a day is coming. 
‘ …  the whole world [will be] held accountable to God.’(Romans 3v19); 
‘Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is … laid bare before the eyes of 
Him to whom we must give account’ (Hebrews 4 v 13). 
We will all have to give an account to God – not in any hope that we can gain our salvation – 
but of our stewardship of the generous gifts (not least forgiveness) that God has given to us. 
The amount of money that the first servant owed to the king was colossal. How he could have 
run up such a debt, we don’t know – but it was the equivalent of £2-3million (and possibly more) 
in today’s money and completely unpayable. 
One commentary said that it was over 15 times the annual tax collected from the whole of 
Judea, Galilee, Samaria and a few other areas – overwhelming and totally beyond re-paying. 
The king was completely within his rights and was justified in ordering his officials to sell all the 
servant’s possessions and family to help pay the debt– it could have meant prison or slaveryfor 
the whole family for the rest of their lives. 
I don’t think we often realise the enormity of the debt we owe God – and the fact that there is 
absolutely no way we could settle that debt ourselves.God created everything (including us) 
perfect, with the potential for a perfect life with our God, if we obeyed Him, but we all failed – 
failed miserably and completely. The Bible tells us that the consequence of that failure is death 
and eternal separation from God‘The wages of sin is death’ (Romans 6v23).So what can be done 
– we can only do what the servant did – to recognise and admit to our failure and throw 
ourselves on God’s mercy and grace – and that is the best (and only) place to be. For that 
verse,from Romans, goes on, ‘But the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord’ 
Only Jesus, God’s Son, could settle that debt for us and that was the only reason He came – 
the reason given to Joseph even before His birth, ‘You are to give Him the name Jesus, 
because He will save His people from their sins’ (Matthew 1v21). 
 

In the parable the king has mercy on his servant. God has infinite grace and mercy for you and 
me. In mercy God doesn’t give us what we deserve (judgement); in grace He gives us what we 
don’t deserve (salvation). The cross of Jesus shows us just how dreadful our sin is – but it also 
shows us the immense depth of God’s love for us. We must NEVER underestimate our debt – 
without God’s mercy and grace we are without any hope – we are dead!But with God’s grace 
and mercy, paid for by Jesus’ death and resurrection, we can know His salvation, freedom and  
‘life in abundance’. As the hymn says ‘Hallelujah! What a Saviour! 



But that’s only part of Jesus’ answer to Peter’s question. The second debt mentioned is trifling 
(not necessarily unimportant, but miniscule) when compared to the first debt. Remember the 
first was ~ £2-3million; the second is about £5. There is no comparison, yet the one who had 
been forgiven much, deals ruthlessly and mercilessly with the one who owes so little. The first 
servant demanded standards of others he was not prepared to fulfil himself. This is a common 
human failing, we see it all around in society – and it can also be a common failing within the 
church. 
 

Stop and think for a few moments and ask yourselves the question – are there ways in which 
we are sometimes like the first servant in our dealings with others? Are we sometimes: 
 

 Critical of others and how they do things, but easy on ourselves? 
 Open-eyed to faults of others but, often, not willing to admit to our own faults? 

Do we sometimes: 
 Consider others are brutally discourteousbut ourselves as candid, frank and honest? 
 Consider others as mean, when we are only thrifty? 
 Consider others as selfish, while we have our rights? 
 Considerothers as making feeble excusesfor their failings, whereas there are good 

reasons for ours!? 
The list is endless!! 
Someone once said, ‘We judge others by their actions and ourselves by our intentions. In truth, 
it should be the other way round!’ What a challenge! 
 

Again and again, Jesus exhorts His followers to follow His example in everything – to forgive as 
He forgives, to give as He gives, to love as He loves;to do to others as we would have them do 
to us!If we really took God at His word and began to live like Jesus did, what a difference there 
would be. It might not change the world overnight, but it is what God calls us to do and as the 
chorus says, ‘Let it begin with me’. 
It’s won’t be easy – it wasn’t easy for Jesus as He cried from the cross, ‘Father forgive them’,  
but He saw it through to the end – for you and for me. When we struggle to forgive others, 
spend some time thinking about how much we have been forgiven – and share that gift with 
others. Because God has forgiven ALL our sins, we are called not to withhold forgiveness from 
others. Realising how completely Christ has forgiven us should produce a free and generous 
attitude in us towards others – whatever their attitude towards us. 
‘What God flows into us, must flow out to others’Amen 
 

Spend a few minutes thinking about ways we can put the lessons of this parable into practice – 
starting now?The think about the following words or listen to the clip. 
 

Listen – Forgiveness --https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1Lu5udXEZI 
 

It's the hardest thing to give away and the last thing on your mind today 
It always goes to those who don't deserve. It's the opposite of how you feel 

When the pain they caused is just too real; it takes everything you have to say the word 
 

Forgiveness, forgiveness 
 

It flies in the face of all your pride, it moves away the mad inside 
It's always anger's own worst enemy. Even when the jury and the judge 

Say you've got a right to hold a grudge, it's the whisper in your ear saying,‘Set it free’ 
 

Forgiveness, forgiveness, forgiveness, forgiveness 
Show me how to love the unlovable, show me how to reach the unreachable 

Help me now to do the impossible. Forgiveness, forgiveness 
Help me now to do the impossibleForgiveness 

 

It'll clear the bitterness away; it can even set a prisoner free 
There is no end to what its power can do. So let it go and be amazed 

By what you see through eyes of grace - the prisoner that it really frees is you 
 

I want to finally set it free. Show me how to see what Your mercy sees 
Help me now to give what You gave to me - forgiveness, forgiveness, forgiveness, forgiveness 

 



Prayers of Intercession –  
Father, thank You for Your wonderful gift of forgiveness – bought at such a great cost. Give me 
the grace to unconditionally forgive those who have done me wrong and give me the strength to 
let go of all ill-will, anger and resentment; and help me to forgive myself for my own failings, 
knowing that You have already forgiven me. 
 

Father, we pray for a vision of Your world as Your love would make it; a world where the weak 
are protected and none go hungry or poor; a world where the benefits of life are fairly shared; a 
world where the nations, races, cultures and religions live with mutual respect; a world where 
peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love, and may we may have the courage and 
inspiration to play our part in building Your world. 
We hold before God: Those for whom life is very difficult; those who have difficult decisions to 
make, and who honestly do not know what is the right thing to do.  
We hold before God: Those who have difficult tasks to do, and who fear they may fail; those 
who have difficult temptations to face, and who know only too well that they may fall to them, if 
they try to meet them alone.  
We hold before God: Those who have difficult people to work with; those who have to suffer 
unjust treatment, unfair criticism and unappreciated work.  
We hold before God: Those who are sad because someone they loved has died; and any who 
are disappointed in something for which they hoped very much. 
 

In Jesus’ Name.    Amen 
 

Hymn MP 181 – God forgave my sinhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BS1ndKgU36I 
 

God forgave my sin in Jesus' name. I've been born again in Jesus' name 
And in Jesus' name I come to you To share His love as He told me to. 

 

He said 'Freely, freely you have received;, freely, freely give. 
Go in My name, and because you believe others will know that I live. 

All power is given in Jesus' name, in earth and heaven in Jesus’ name 
And in Jesus' name I come to you to share His power as He told me to. 

 

God gives us life in Jesus' name, He lives in us in Jesus' name 
And in Jesus' name I come to you to share His peace as He told me to. 

 

The Grace 
 
 

 
 

 


